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Vor. VIII. 


Tue Verertnary 


Mr. J. F. Simpson’s letter, on page 602, will pro- 
.ducea feeling of satisfaction throughout the profession. 
For two years we have suffered the most unmerited 
snub ever inflicted upon a professional body that had 
rendered good service to the State. 

Now, thanks to the Rt. Hon. Walter Long, our 
proper position is to be restored, and the Board of 
Agriculture is again to have a Veterinary Department 
instead of an Animals Division. But there is ‘‘ many 
a slip, *twixt the cup and the lip,’”’ and we must not 
allow our feelings of gratitude to bubble over until 
the old department is really replaced. We have had 
such positive evidence of the ill-will of the permanent 
officials that we prefer to wait till the promised 
change be actually carried out before expressing the 
full feelings of satisfaction which will follow the 
Board’s act of restitution. It is possible to form a 
paper department with no powers—to give the veteri- 
nary element an appearance of responsibility but no 
authority. We apologise to Mr. Long for venturing 
to mention such an hypothetical juggle, but we can- 
not forget the letters written by Mr. Elliot. | What 
we object to is, the change made by Mr. Herbert 
Gardner—a change followed by utter failure to con- 
trol disease. What we desire is, a return to the 
arrangements made by the Duke of Richmond— 
arrangements under which unbroken success attended 
the efforts of the department. 


Swine Fever. 

This disease goes on increasing under the superin- 
tendence of travelling inspectors and the direction of 
Major Tennant. Last year the tax-payer contributed 
£165,000, and neither the agriculturist nor the 
country has reaped one pennyworth of advantage— 
quite the contrary. 


Tue Pustic Heatru (Scortanp) Bite. 


This bill has passed through the Committee of the 
House of Lords without the introduction of the 
‘Glasgow amendment proposing to allow medical 
officers of health to diagnose the diseases of cattle. 
‘Our President deserves great credit for this result. 
Without his energy and tact having been exerted for 
our protection the veterinarian in Scotland might 
eine excluded from all connection with public 


Tue ELection or Counci.. 


There are eleven vacancies on the Council this 
year and nineteen candidates. On another page will 


It will be remembered that at last meeting of 
Council five members ostentatiously announced their 
resignation. Three have shown their belief in the 
wisdom of the old adage—* discretion is the best 
part of valour,’”’ and have retained their seats. We 
have remarked before, and we do so again, that it is 
a distinct danger for any single school to be over- 
represented on the Council. The Camden Town 
school has now one governor —-Sir F. Fitz Wygram-— 
and one professor—Mr. Penberthy—on the Council 
Amongst this year’s nominations we find another 
governor and two professors, so that if the profession 
is not careful we shall have one school represented 
by no less than five votes on any divison. This is 
not all, for these five are gentlemen of ability, 
character, and influence, and .may safely count on a 
following of at least five others whose votes will turn 
the scale at any ordinary meeting. 

Some of the candidates have issued addresses, and 

some have stated their views before Societies which 
have promised to support their candidature. Some 
are men of great local reputation, and some have 
shown their value by service on the Council. The 
candidate most unfortunately placed is our President 
—Mr. J. F. Simpson—whose chivalrous desire to be 
strictly impartial in the chair precludes him from 
expressing an opinion on any subject. His re-elec- 
tion is, however, quite certain. The profession is not 
wanting in gratitude, and if the President had done 
nothing more than protect our interests at the Board 
of Agriculture and in the matter of the Public Health 
Bill, we should all give him a vote to acknowledge his 
work. 
Probably some more information may yet be sup- 
plied by circular before the voting papers are sent out. 
Possibly an attempt may be made to confuse the 
issues. Wedo not want men of one idea, and a 
little new blood would be a distinct advantage. 


“THe VETERINARIAN.” 


The May number of this journal has been distributed 
gratuitously throughout the profession. We fancied this 
move was dictated by high principles—for electoral pur- 
poses, but we regret to find that it was only an advertis- 
ing dodge—and not an honest one. A statement in big 
type says: “ The circulation of The Veterinarian this 
month attains over 2,900, showing an excess of nearly 
two thousand copies over any weekly veterinary publica- 
tion, and of at least 2,300 over any mouthly.”’ 

Now this implies that The Veterinary Reeord has only 
a circulation of 900 copies a week, which is over 60 per 
cent. under the actual facts. Our contemporary might 
well refrain from unprovoked outrages of this kind. 
When it really wante an honest comparison of its circu. 
lation with ours we shall be pleased to make a sporting 
arrangement to elicit the truth—a chartered accountant 


found the full list of names. 


to decide, and figures to be published. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


FOXGLOVE (DIGITALIS PURPUREA) 
POISONING IN HORSES. 
By W. Paver, M.R.C.V.S., Exeter. 


On Thursday, May 7th, at 11 p.m., I was requested 
to attend a valuable thoroughbred mare, whose time 
for foaling was up, the groom informing me that her 
chief symptoms were want of appetite, weakness, and 
sleepiness. 

On my arrival, I found her standing in a state of 
stupor, with her head touching the ground and 
almost completely unable to raise it; the eyelids 
were swollen and the“pupils much dilated, conjune- 
tiva injected. There was considerable swelling in the 
submaxillary space but no secretion in the mouth. 
Her respiration was normal, and she showed no indi-. 
cation of abdominal pain. On moving her I observed 
that she reeled a little—consequent on a certain 
amount of loss of control in the hind quarters. The 
temperature was 103 1-5th; pulse full between 65' 
and 75, most irregularly intermittent, varying at 
different times, being occasionally normal as regards 
the number of pulsations per minute. On ausculta- 
tion the second heart sound was frequently obliterated. 

I was at a loss to account for the symptoms ; but, 
on the stud groom’s information that several of the 
other horses had refused their corn, I enquired 
whether there had been any change of diet. His 
answer was, that on the preceding evening, he had; 
according to his master’s directions, given them a 
small quantity of comfrey leaves (symphytum officinale) 
—which in this district is sometimes given as pro- 
vender—and that most of them were off their feed 
that morning. This roused my suspicion that a 
mistake had been made, and on asking to see the 
leaves I found them all to be those of the foxglove. 
I administered :— 

Sol. aloes Barb. (1 in 8) Ziv. 
0} 


Ol. Lini 
succeeded by the following stimulant in milk :— 
Spt. vini meth. Ziv. 

Spt. ammon. arom. 


Left draught containing spt. vini. meth. Ziv., to be 
given at 3 a.m. 

Prognosis.—Unfavourable. 

On my second visit at 6.30 a.m., 1 found her 
breathing laboured, her head immensely swollen, 


As I anticipated, a tracheotomy tube gave her con- 
siderable relief—but only temporarily—for she died 


well at grass, but, as they refused their corn, I had 
them up and examined them more closely. They all 
exhibited a fullness under the jaw and their conjunc- 


temperature was normal in all cases excepting an old 
cart horse, in which case it was 108. As his mone- 
tary value was about a “ pound a leg,” they did not 
consider it necessary for him to be treated. I had him 
taken out of shafts that morning, he showed consider- 
able pain; pulse 28, very irregular. He died on 
Friday night. 


and beat. The heart beats of the remainder were 
most irregularly intermittent. 

The following are the different ages, sexes, and 
breeds with the pulsations of each subject, tempera- 
ture being normal :— 

Five-year-old chestnut hunter 24. 
Five-year-old bay hunter, 22. 


Aged blood bay mare, 33. 
pa brown mare, 26. 
black mare, 28. 


Two yearling thoroughbred colts, each 30. 
Treatment in all these cases consisted of laxatives 
and stimulants, under which they gradually re- 
covered. 


Post-mortem.—Case I. Aged blood mare; cecum 
and colon, mucous membrane congested ; bladder 
empty, congested in patches. On incising the kid- 
neys blood flowed freely from the surfaces. Other 
abdominal organs healthy. 

Lungs filled with dark venous blood. 

Heart, right side, endocarditis patchy. Right auri- 
cle greatly distended. 

Infiltration of the connective tissues under the skin 
of the face, laryngitis, a swelling of a gelatinous 
character about the size of a cocoanut, obstructing 
the pharynx and larynx. 


Case II, Aged bay cart horse; colon and cecum, 
mucous membrane congested; kidneys congested 
(acute), bladder mucous membrane slightly conges- 
ted, contained a small quantity of urine. Other 
abdominal organs healthy. 

Lungs acutely congested with dark venous blood. 

Heart ; transverse diameter greater than the longi- 
tudinal, due to the auricles being so greatly dis- 
tended. 

Infiltration of the subcutaneous tissues of the 


tongue greatly enlarged and protruding, -much face 


bruised and lacerated by the teeth, lips also swollen, 
and eyelids so much so as to render the eyeball hardly 
visible ; pulse 80 and most erratic ; temp. 108 8-5ths, 
she was restless and frequently lay down. The 
groom had been unable to raise her head to administer 
the draught. This | did, together with milk gruel 
per rectum. I injected pot. iod. 3ii. in solution into 
the trachea, and ordered the head to be fomented 
with hot water. Her respiration became more difficult 
and stertorous. The tongue, buccal and schneiderian 
membranes assumed a livid colour, the jugular stood 


Remarks.—The above is interesting from the way 
in which the different constitutions resisted the 
poison. The quantity given being about the same in 
each case. The instinct of the animals taught them 
to refuse the plant when offered them by itself, where- 
}upon the owner had it cut up with the chaff and 
mixed with the corn. In most of the cases there 
was considerable weakening of the heart’s action with- 
out any very evident symptoms being produced, but 
when this was increased above a certain point, So as 
to interfere with the efficiency of the circulation, then 


out prominently, in fact, she was rapidly asphyxiating. 


all the dangerous symptoms were rapidly seen. 


at 3 p.m. The remaining nine horses were apparently 


tival and schneiderian membranes were injected. The. 


In only one case was the pulse normal in character 
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Diuresis was not marked in any of the cases, though 
the kidneys of both the fatal cases were congested. 
The quantity given between the 10 horses was 
under three pounds in weight of newly cut leaves and 
stalks, a second feed of a similar quantity was re- 
fused next morning by the horses, and was given to 
two cows, upon which it had no visible effects. Never 


- having seen similar cases recorded, is my reason for 


trespassing so far on your valuable space. 


“ COUGHING AND ABORTION.” 


With a view to elicit information from a few lead- 
ing members we forwarded proofs of the case report- 
ed last week and asked for a line. Below are some of 
the replies :— 


I have carefully read particulars of the cases 
“Coughing and Abortion’’ from the proof for The 
Record as sent by you. So far as I can see every- 
thing points to some specific poison as being the 
cause ; I should think the time elapsing between the 
cases and the fact of either being the same distance 
of time before foaling is merely a coincidence, I have 
never met with a similar case and can form no 
opinion as to what the poison (if poison) could be.— 


Faithfully yours, 
Wa. Suretey, M.R.C.V.S. 
Gt. Yarmouth, May 7. 


I beg to acknowledge your letter and proof sheet, 
ve coughing and abortion. I am sorry 1 cannot give 
the slightest opinion on the case. Ido a pretty large 
practice among pregnant mares and cows, but never 
met with any case like it.—I am, yours faithfully, 

Jas. CLARK. 

Coupar Angus, May 8. 

Sir, 

I fear I am unable to throw any light upon the 
cases. Certainly some irritant had gained access to 
the stomach, but whether mineral or vegetable I am 
unable to say. 

Jas. Lairawoop. 


Congleton, May 7. 


The cases quoted by ‘‘ Young Practitioner ’’ in last 
week’s Veterinary Record are interesting, and as he 
asks for the opinion of old members I would suggest 
that the affection from which the mares suffered was 
some irritant most likely of a vegetable character, 
eaten by the two animals in question, which appear 
to have been pastured in the same field. In my ex- 
perience the spring of the year never passes away 
without one or more animals having partaken of some 
vegetable poison which they would not eat at other 
times. At the present moment I have two cows very 
ill, besides one dead, from eating ranunculus acris. 

The severe cough from which both the mares 
suffered is suggestive of aconite. I of course do not 
attempt to define the actual irritant, but have little 
doubt that such exists in the field in which the 
mares were grazing. 

The abortion following such symptoms is what 


might be expected, it being generally recognised that 
such severe illnesses, especially when accompanied b 
very high temperature, is frequently followed by ex- 
pulsion of the feetus. 
Harry Over. 
Tamworth, May 11th. 


Re Young Practitioner's” letter «Coughing and 
Abortion,” it is possible he had influenzato deal with, 
judging from my experience not one month ago, and 
— I would have reported but had not time to 

80. 

I was called to see a valuable shire mare, four 
years old, nine months in foal, suffering from acute 
pneumonia and slight pleurisy; respirations 90, 
temp. 107, brownish discharge from nose, constant 
cough hard and dry, and almost on each occasion 
with cough a discharge from the vulva almost the 
same as you would see when a mare was in season. 
The mare was well nursed, and on the 6th dry metas- 
tasis took place with the result of acute laminitis, the 
same night she aborted. Sheis now well and sound. 
On the same farm I had several horses off their food 
and with very high temperature, no lung trouble, 
pot. chlor. and pot. nit. seemed to make them all 
right ; then an aged bay mare came from market one 
day, she was blowing badly, temp. 105, rusty dis- 
charge from nose. Lungs on auscultation healthy, 
throat very sore, urine very thick and tinged with 
blood, very tender over lumbar region and knuckling 
of hind fetlock joints. Treatment: Hot stupes to 
loins, spts. ether nit. et. hyoscyamis and te. digitalis. 
Died. Post-mortem: Kidney disease and general 
congestion of the stomach and bowels. No. 8, a 
chestnut prize hackney mare, six years old, due to 
foal, was at grass and noticed to hold head down, and 
respirations increased. Temp. 105, respirations 40, 
discharge from nose pasty and rusty. On examina- 
tion, this mare had acute pleurisy, and died seven 
days after being noticed ill. This mare did not abort 
although she had constant cough. If ‘‘ Young Prac- 
titioner’’ is an Irishman, judging from the many 
forms and eccentriticies of influenza I have met with, 
I can quite understand him being puzzled.—Yours 


very faithfully, 
Joun Freeman, F.R.C.V.S. 
Dublin, May 6. 


RABIES IN LONDON. 


Return as to dogs seized by the police, and as to 
Rabid dogs in the County of London. 


Week ended Since 


May goth. Feb. 17th. 

Number of dogs seized by police 822 17,190 
Claimed at police statious ... 237 3,973 

Taken to Dogs’ Home 585 =: 13,217 
Claimed at Dogs’ Home 36 568 
Destroyed or disposed of 549 =: 12,649 

2 52 


Rabid dogs killed in London 
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FOXGLOVE (DIGITALIS PURPUREA) 
POISONING IN HORSES. 
By W. Paver, M.R.C.V.S., Exeter. 


On Thursday, May 7th, at 11 p.m., I was requested 
to attend a valuable thoroughbred mare, whose time 
for foaling was up, the groom informing me that her 
chief symptoms were want of appetite, weakness, and 
sleepiness. 

On my arrival, I found her standing in a state of 
stupor, with her head touching the ground and 
almost completely unable to raise it; the eyelids 
were swollen and the”pupils much dilated, conjunc- 
tiva injected. There was considerable swelling in the 
submaxillary space but no secretion in the mouth. 


Her respiration was normal, and she showed no indi-. 


cation of abdominal pain. On moving her I observed 
that she reeled a little—-consequent on a certain 
amount of loss of control in the hind quarters. The 
temperature was 103 1-5th; pulse full between 65 
and 75, most irregularly intermittent, varying at 
different times, being occasionally normal as regards 
the number of pulsations per minute. On ausculta- 
tion the second heart sound was frequently obliterated. 

I was at a loss to account for the symptoms ; but, 
on the stud groom’s information that several of the 
other horses had refused their corn, I enquired 
whether there had been any change of diet. His 
answer was, that on the preceding evening, he had, 
according to his master’s directions, given them a 
small quantity of comfrey leaves (symphytum officinale) 
—which in this district is sometimes given as pro- 
vender—and that most of them were off their feed 
that morning. This roused my suspicion that a 
mistake had been made, and on asking to see the 
leaves I found them all to be those of the foxglove. 
I administered :— 

Sol. aloes Barb. (1 in 8) Ziv. 
0} 


Ol. Lini 
succeeded by the following stimulant in milk :— 
Spt. vini meth. 

Spt. ammon. arom. 3iss. 


Left draught containing spt. vini. meth. ziv., to be 
given at 3 a.m. 

Prognosis. —Unfavourable. 

On my second visit at 6.30 a.m., 1 found her 
breathing laboured, her head immensely swollen, 
tongue greatly enlarged and protruding, .much 
bruised and lacerated by the teeth, lips also swollen, 
and eyelids so much so as to render the eyeball hardly 
visible ; pulse 80 and most erratic ; temp. 108 8-5ths, 
she was restless and frequently lay down. The 
groom had been unable to raise her head to administer 
the draught. This | did, together with milk gruel 
per rectum. I injected pot. iod. 3ii. in solution into 
the trachea, and ordered the head to be fomented 
with hot water. Her respiration became more difficult 
and stertorous. The tongue, buccal and schneiderian 
membranes assumed a livid colour, the jugular stood 
out prominently, in fact, she was rapidly asphyxiating. 


As I anticipated, a tracheotomy tube gave her con- 
siderable relief—but only temporarily—for she died 
at 3 p.m. The remaining nine horses were apparently 
well at grass, but, as they refused their corn, I had 
them up and examined them more closely. They all 
exhibited a fullness under the jaw and their conjunc- 
tival and schneiderian membranes were injected. The. 
temperature was normal in all cases excepting an old 
cart horse, in which case it was 103. As his mone- 
tary value was about a “ pound a leg,” they did not 
consider it necessary for him to be treated. I had him 
taken out of shafts that morning, he showed consider- 
able pain; pulse 28, very irregular. He died on 
Friday night. 


In only one case was the pulse normal in character 


and beat. The heart beats of the remainder were 
most irregularly intermittent. 

The following are the different ages, sexes, and 
breeds with the pulsations of each subject, tempera- 
ture being normal :— 

Five-year-old chestnut hunter 24. 
Five-year-old bay hunter, 22. 


Aged blood bay mare, 33. 
me brown mare, 26. 
black mare, 28. 


Two yearling thoroughbred colts, each 30. 
Treatment in all these cases consisted of laxatives 
and stimulants, under which they gradually re- 
covered. 


Post-mortem.—Case I. Aged blood mare; cecum 
and colon, mucous membrane congested ; bladder 
empty, congested in patches. On incising the kid- 
neys blood flowed freely from the surfaces. Other 
abdominal organs healthy. 

Lungs filled with dark venous blood. 

Heart, right side, endocarditis patchy. Right auri- 
cle greatly distended. 

Infiltration of the connective tissues under the skin 
of the face, laryngitis, a swelling of a gelatinous 
character about the size of a cocoanut, obstructing 
the pharynx and larynx. 


Case II. Aged bay cart horse; colon and cecum, 
mucous membrane congested; kidneys congested 
(acute), bladder mucous membrane slightly conges- 
ted, contained a small quantity of urine. Other 
abdominal organs healthy. 

Lungs acutely congested with dark venous blood. 

Heart ; transverse diameter greater than the longi- 
tudinal, due to the auricles being so greatly dis- 
tended. 

Infiltration of the subcutaneous tissues of the 
face. 

Remarks.—The above is interesting from the way 
in which the different constitutions resisted the 
poison. The quantity given being about the same in 
each case. The instinct of the animals taught them 
to refuse the plant when offered them by itself, where- 
}upon the owner had it cut up with the chaff and 
mixed with the corn. In most of the cases there 
was considerable weakening of the heart’s action with- 
out any very evident symptoms being produced, but 
when this was increased above a certain point, so as 
to interfere with the efficiency of the circulation, then 


all the dangerous symptoms were rapidly seen. 
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Diuresis was not marked in any of the cases, though 
the kidneys of both the fatal cases were congested. 
The quantity given between the 10 horses was 
under three pounds in weight of newly cut leaves and 
stalks, a second feed of a similar quantity was re- 
fused next morning by the horses, and was given to 
two cows, upon which it had no visible effects. Never 


- having seen similar cases recorded, is my reason for 


trespassing so far on your valuable space. 


“ COUGHING AND ABORTION.” 


With a view to elicit information from a few lead- 
ing members we forwarded proofs of the case report- 
ed last week and asked for a line. Below are some of 
the replies :— 


I have carefully read particulars of the cases 
“Coughing and Abortion’ from the proof for The 
Record as sent by you. So far as I can see every- 
thing points to some specific poison as being the 
cause ; I should think the time elapsing between the 
cases and the fact of either being the same distance 
of time before foaling is merely a coincidence, I have 
never met with a similar case and can form no 
opinion as to what the poison (if poison) could be.— 


Faithfully yours, 
Wm. Surprey, M.R.C.V.S. 
Gt. Yarmouth, May 7. 


I beg to acknowledge your letter and proof sheet, 
ve coughing and abortion. Iam sorry I cannot give 
the slightest opinion on the case. I do a pretty large 
practice amoung pregnant mares and cows, but never 
met with any case like it.—I am, yours faithfully, 

Jas. CLark. 

Coupar Angus, May 8. 

Sir, 

I fear | am unable to throw any light upon the 
cases. Certainly some irritant had gained access to 
the stomach, but whether mineral or vegetable I am 
unable to say. 

Jas. Lairawoop. 


Congleton, May 7. 


The cases quoted by ‘‘ Young Practitioner ’’ in last 
week’s Veterinary Record are interesting, and as he 
asks for the opinion of old members I would suggest 
that the affection from which the mares suffered was 
some irritant most likely of a vegetable character, 
eaten by the two animals in question, which appear 
to have been pastured in the same field. In my ex- 
perience the spring of the year never passes away 
without one or more animals having partaken of some 
vegetable poison which they would not eat at other 
times. At the present moment I have two cows very 
ill, besides one dead, from eating ranunculus acris. 

The severe cough from which both the mares 
suffered is suggestive of aconite. I of course do not 
attempt to define the actual irritant, but have little 
doubt that such exists in the field in which the 
mares were grazing. 

The abortion following such symptoms is what 


might be expected, it being generally recognised that 
such severe illnesses, especially when accompanied by 
very high temperature, is frequently followed by ex- 
pulsion of the foetus. 


Harry Otver. 
Tamworth, May 11th. 


Re Young Practitioner's” letter «Coughing and 
Abortion,” it is possible he had infiuenzato deal with, 
judging from my experience not one month ago, and 
jag I would have reported but had not time to 

0 so. 

I was called to see a valuable shire mare, four 
years old, nine months in foal, suffering from acute 
pneumonia and slight pleurisy; respirations 90, 
temp. 107, brownish discharge from nose, constant 
cough hard and dry, and almost on each occasion 
with cough a discharge from the vulva almost the 
same as you would see when a mare was in season. 
The mare was well nursed, and on the 6th dry metas- 
tasis took place with the result of acute laminitis, the 
same night she aborted. Sheis now well and sound. 
On the same farm I had several horses off their food 
and with very high temperature, no lung trouble, 
pot. chlor. and pot. nit. seemed to make them all 
right ; then an aged bay mare came from market one 
day, she was blowing badly, temp. 105, rusty dis- 
charge from nose. Lungs on auscultation healthy, 
throat very sore, urine very thick and tinged with 
blood, very tender over lumbar region and knuckling 
of hind fetlock joints. Treatment: Hot stupes to 
loins, spts. ether nit. et. hyoscyamis and te. digitalis. 
Died. Post-mortem: Kidney disease and general 
congestion of the stomach and bowels. No. 8, a 
chestnut prize hackney mare, six years old, due to 
foal, was at grass and noticed to hold head down, and 
respirations increased. Temp. 105, respirations 40, 
discharge from nose pasty and rusty. On examina- 
tion, this mare had acute pleurisy, and died seven 
days after being noticed ill. This inare did not abort 
although she had constant cough. If ‘‘ Young Prac- 
titioner’’ is an Irishman, judging from the many 
forms and eccentriticies of influenza I have met with, 
I can quite understand him being puzzled.—Yours 
very faithfully, 

Joun Freeman, F.R.C.V.S. 
Dublin, May 6. 


RABIES IN LONDON. 


Return as to dogs seized by the police, and as to 
Rabid dogs in the County of London. 


Week ended Since 


May oth. ‘Feb. 17th. 

Number of dogs seized by police... 822 17,190 
Claimed at police statious ... 237 3,973 

T'aken to Dogs’ Home 585 13,217 
Claimed at Dogs’ Home .... 36 568 
Destroyed or disposed of 549° 12,649 

Rabid dogs killed in London 2 52 
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‘“‘CHOPS AND TOMATO SAUCE.” 


To the May number of The Veterinarian, Mr. Jno. 
A. W. Dollar contributes two articles full of simu- 
lated indignation and unconscious humour. They 
deal with the Matricnlation Certificates, and go to 
show that every member of Council who dares to 
differ with Mr. Dollar must necessarily suffer from a 
double dose of original sin. He endeavours not so 
much to prove that he is right (such virtue is, of 
course, assumed) as to convict some of his opponents 
of ‘‘a grave breach of trust’ and “of persistent 
attempts to wreck the Matriculation and debase the 
educational standard.’’ This is simple nonsense— 
the product of an uncharitable mind and a disturbed 
imagination. 

The majority of the Council is not opposed to a 
matriculation standard equal to that of the medical 
profession. The majerity desires that this should be 
arrived at by a clear statement in the Bye-laws. 
Mr. Dollar and the minority attempted to reach it by 
an illegal interpretation of the rules. They failed, 


and ‘“‘ the storm in a teacup’ now raging is a rather. 


astute artifice to mislead the profession, and to rig 
the Council so that its minority may have its own 
way. 
Mr. Dollar lays special emphasis upon his assertion 
‘that to Mr. Hunting alone was due the original 
error,’’ and he quotes two letters of mine which he 
characterises as ‘‘ needlessly ambiguous ”’ and ab- 
solutely contradictory.’’ These innocent letters were 
simply official replies to communications received in 
1894 from the Secretary. They ran as follows :—. 

(1) ‘* We require certain certificates—see enclosed. 
Kach certificate must be granted by the educational 
body, and we cannot accept any partial or divided 
certificate.” 

(2) ‘* The Council decided to accept the certificates 
mentioned in our list. If the educational bodies give 
these certificates it does not matter to us how they 
were obtained. | know no published rule of ours 
saying they must be passed en bloc.”’ 

Buth these letters say the same thing, viz., that 
having published a list of certificates given by various 
educational bodies the Council must accept them ; that 
as we have implictly trusted the bodies giving the certi- 
ficates, and have no bye-law qualifying them, we have 
no power to enquire how the examination was passed, 
so long as the certificate is complete. I maintain 
that these two letters were, and are now, the correct 
interpretation of our bye-laws. I confess they were 
written with no suspicion of the fearful consequences 
which have followed, and [ assure Mr. Dollar they 
were not ‘‘ kept secret for over a year.” If Mr. 
Dollar was ignorant of their existence no other 
member of the Council was. 

But, after all, is Mr. Dollar serious? Is he not 
unconsciously copying the ever-memorable speech of 
Serjeant Buzfuz. It will be remembered how that 
bumptious advocate found two letters, and how he 
read into them from his own imagination what he 
hoped would damage the other side. I subjoin an 
extract which may be compared with Mr. Dollar’s 
open, fervent and eloquent articles. 


“And now, gentlemen, but one word more. Two: 
letters have passed between these parties, letters which 
are admitted to be in the handwriting of the defendant,. 
and which speak volumes indeed. These letters, too,. 
bespeak the character of the man. They are not open, 
fervent, eloquent epistles, breathing nothing but the 
language of affectionate attachment. They are covert,. 
sly, underhanded communications, but, fortunately, far 
more conclusive than if couched in the most glowing 
language aud the most poetic imagery—letters that must 
be viewed with a cautious and suspicious eye— letters. 
that were evidently intended at the time, by Mr. Pick- 
wick, to mislead aud delude any third parties into whose: 
hands they might fall. Let me read the first :—‘ Garra- 
way’s, twelve o’clock. Dear Mrs. B.—Chops and Tomato 
sauce. Yours Pickwick.’ Gentlemen, what does this 
mean! Chops and Tomato sauce. Yours, Pickwick ! 
Chops! Gracious heavens! and Tomato sauce! Gen- 
tlemen, is the happiness of a sensitive and confiding 
female to be trifled away by such shallow artifices as. 
these? The next has no date whatever, which is in 
itself suspicious. ‘ Dear Mrs. B.—1 shall not be at home 
till to morrow. Slow coach.’ And then follows this. 
very remarkable expression. ‘Don’t trouble yourself 
about the warming pan.’ The warming pau? Why,. 
gentlemen, who does trouble himself about the warming 
pan? When was the peace of mind of man or woman 
broken or disturbed by a warming pan, which is in itself 
a harmless, a useful, and I will add, gentlemen, a com- 
forting article of domestic furniture? Why is Mrs. 
Bardell so earnestly entreated not to agitate herself about 
the warming pan, unless (as is no doubt the case) it is a 
mere cover for hidden fire—a mere substitute for some 
endearing word or promise, agreeably to a preconcerted 
system of correspondence, artfully contrived by Pickwick. 
with a view to his contemplated desertion.’’ 


Hontine. 


ELECTION ADDRESSES. 


To the Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Having been elected only last year for a four years’ 
term as Member of Council, I feel that some ex- 
planation is due of the circumstances which have 
impelled me to relinquish the office, and to again 
submit myself to the judgment of the electors. 

At a meeting of the Central V.M.S., on May 7th, 
I was publicly charged with dishonest action in 
relation to the educational certificates and challenged 
to submit my conduct to the profession. Such a 
chargé left me no option. 

The offence imputed is that, in October, 1894, 1 
wrongly instructed the Secretary as to the interpre- 
tation of the Bye-laws, and that since that time I 
have continuously opposed all attempts to re-interpret 
them. My reply is that I believe my letters were in 
1894 and are now a correct interpretation; that 
I shall continue to insist that the present Bye-laws 
cannot be read in any other way ; that I shall oppose 
any alteration except such as clearly shows in the Bye- 
laws the intention of the Council to insist on a 
Matriculation not inferior to that demanded by the 
General Medical Council. 

If the profession believes that I have lost the 


courage of my convictions and that I resort to 
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‘duplicity when straightforwardness would be unpopu- 
lar, it has now an opportunity of removing me from 
the Council. If, on the contrary, the electors who voted 
for me last year are satisfied that my services have 
-been rendered honestly and intelligently I shall be 
pleased to be re-instated on the Council. 
Your obedient Servant, 
Hunrine. 


‘To the Fellows and Members of the 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


‘GENTLEMEN, 

In the year 1894 at the instigation and by the 
special request of a number of my professional breth- 
ren, I offered myself as a candidate at the election of 
members for the Council of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons, on which occasior I received a few 
votes less than the gentleman who was the lowest 
on the poll of successful candidates; from a_per- 
sonal standpoint I accepted this decision of the pro- 
fession as a distinct proof that I was not an acceptable 


person to the majority of the electorate ; and although | 


in 1895 the request was repeated that my name 
should be included in the list of candidates for that 
year’s election, I respectfully excused myself from 
accepting the honour on the grounds already referred 
to. This year I have been asked to re-consider the 
decision I then arrived at, and in order to overcome 


my scruples on the subject my friends have very 


-considerately drawn attention to the fact that I received 

substantial support, amounting to considerably over 
four hundred votes at the election for which I stood 
a candidate, and they are pleased to advance this as 
a reason why I should allow myself to be nomina- 
ted for the coming election of this year of Grace 
1896. After careful consideration of the matter in 
all its bearings, I have determined to yield to the 
flattering request, and again offer myself on the 
nomination of my friends Professor Macqueen and Mr. 
H. G. Rogers as a candidate at the forthcoming elec- 
tion. 

My professional politics are fairly well known to 
a large number of the corporate body, but for the 
information of those who have not observed the atti- 
tude I have assumed on various important occasions 
when united action has been called for, I beg to state 
that I have invariably advocated, to the best of my 
lights, those measures which safeguarded the rights, 
privileges, and interests of the majority of the body 
-corporate, and have strenously opposed any move- 
ments which in my judgment appeared likely to cur- 
tail such private rights, or in any way act detrimen- 
tally to the interestand advantage of the same. 

This course of action has not infrequently brought 
me into antagonism with men of influence in the 
pan, who while they were undoubtedly actuated 

y the best motives were not of so progressive a turn 
of mind as myself; at the same time | have had the 
satisfaction of observing that in the long run my 
views were in accord with the majority of my pro- 
fessional brethren. To go back a few years, I have 
but to recall the fact that in conjunction and active 
co-operation with my friend Mr. H. Kidd—a present 
Member of Council—I was one of the very first to 


draw public attention to the wrongs which the ninth 
clause of the Charter of 1876 inflicted upon Mem- 
bers of the College, in a speech before the National 
Veterinary Association at Birmingham in the year 
1885, and from that time forward I actively partici- 
pated in the general agitation which resulted in the 
restoration of the rights and privileges of which the 
aforesaid charter had deprived our members. 

On another and more recent occasion when a move- 
ment was set on foot for involving the veterinary 
profession in certain relations with the Farriers’ Com- 
pany which it seemed to me was calculated in its re- 
sults to mislead the public and prove subversive of 
the private interests of a large and important section 
of my fellow members, | strenously opposed its adop- 
tion, and I took an active part in calling together a 
special meeting of the professional body, whose 
deliberations it will be remembered resulted in the 
passing of the following resolution by a substantial 
majority, viz.: ‘‘That this meeting calls on the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
to sever its connection with the Registration Commit- 
tee for the National Registration of Shoeing Smitis.”’ 
This resolution was absolutely ignored by the Coun- 
cil, a fact which goes to prove that the representation 
on that body was not in sympathy at the time with 
the majority of the profession. 

The correctness of the judgment of the promoters 
of this special general meeting has recently been 
amply verified by the action of those who represented 


rather mis-represented—the profession on the 
| Registration Committee of the Farriers’ Company, 
‘as these gentlemen following the lead of those who 
represented the Royal Agricultural Society resigned 
their seats on the said committee, for which course 
of action no reason has been publicly assigned, so far, 
to the veterinary profession. 

The test question of this year’s election is the 
maintenance of the higher standard of professional 
education, and the inadinissibility of a divided certiti- 
cate in general knowledge preliminary to a student 
entering upon his professional studies; | certainly 
am of opinion that these requirements should be 
maintained, although I exceedingly regret they 
should in the opinion of any, seem to press hardly 
upon any men or teaching institutions. To accept 
divided certificates would be an undesirable step 
for several reasons, and in the interests of the 
student detrimental to his future prospects; for it 
seems very important that when once he has entered 
upon his professional curriculum there should be 
nothing to divert his mind from giving undivided 
attention to his professional studies ; but if after 
entering college he had the anxiety of preparing for a 
subject that he had already failed in it can hardly be 
affirmed that undivided attention is assured; more- 
over if a young man can only produce imperfect 
proof of proficiency in gencral knowledge, he cannot 
be considered qualified to enter upon the special 
studies included in his professional education; I 
therefore advocate firmly the establishment of such 
rules as will enforce the maintenance of the higher 
standard as originally laid down by Veterinary Cap- 
tain Raymond, and I see no way of obviating the 
present difficulty except by those who feel aggrieved 
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at the expressed wish to keep up the educational 
requirements to the higher standard, bringing them- 
selves up to the requisite level, the doing of which 
does not seem to me to offer any insuperable diffi- 
culties. 

Should the views herein expressed commend them- 
selves to your judgment, and that as broad principles 
you are inclined to accept them as indicative of my 
general political action, I shall much esteem the 
favour of your votes in support of my candidature. 
My sole aim in all I have done in the past has been 
to further the best interests of the profession as a 
whole, and such I intend it shall be in the future, so 
long as I am spared to take part in matters of 
public professional importance. 

I am, yours faithfully, 
J. 

Sussex Vinias, Kensinctron, W. 

16th May, 1896. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Having the honour of being nominated as a candi- 
date for a seat on your Council, I beg most respect- 
fully to place before you my views on the more im- 
portant matters now engaging the attention of the 
veterinary profession. 

I am opposed to lowering the standard of general 
education, and [ think that the bye-laws on the sub- 
ject passed in 1892 ought to be adhered to. 

Whilst recognising the quite recent action of the 
Board of Agriculture as being more aéceptable to our 
profession I feel that we must still work diligently to 
ensure professional duties being done by veterinary 
surgeons only, the probability of steps being taken to 
legislate for the suppression of tuberculosis in cattle 
should meke us particularly energetic in this matter. 

I am not favourable to the notification of contagious 
disease being made compulsory on veterinary sur- 
geons, feeling that such a position would tend to 
shake the confidence of our clients. At the same 
time I recognise our moral responsibility to help the 
authorities from every point of view except that of 
compulsion. 

Having regard to the length of time which is now 
occupied in the professional education of students I 
feel that more recognition should be given to such 
students as, from being sons of veterinary practitioners 
or having served an extended pupilage, have already 
acquired practical knowledge whereby the period of 
their residence at the schools may be curtailed and 
the consequent expense somewhat lessened. 

I sympathise with and would support any effort 
made to obtain exemption of veterinary surgeons from 
serving on juries. 

Although engaged chiefly in cattle practice in the 
country I am within easy access of London, and 
should you do me the honour to elect me shall be a 
regular attendant at the Council meetings, where I 
pledge myself to use my best endeavours to advance 
the interests of my fellow practitioners and the wel- 
fare of the veterinary profession.—I am, gentlemen, 
yours faithfully, 

Harrow-on-the- Hill, 

18th May, 1896. 


Smwney Vinuar. 


THE NAME “VETERINARY DEPARTMENT’ 
RESTORED. 
My Dear Sir, 
Since you published in The Record the report of my 


first interview with the President of the Board of 


Agriculture, I have, through the courtesy of: that 
Minister, had further opportunities given me of 
urging upon him the wishes of the profession with 
regard to its non-recognition by the State, and it now 
affords me the greatest pleasure and satisfaction to. 
make known to the profession that as a result of my 
repeated interviews the President of the Board of 
Agriculture has consented to the restoration of the 
‘Veterinary Department” with a veterinary surgeon 
at its head as Chief Veterinary Officer. In offering 
my congratulations to the profession, I desire to say 
that in the present President of the Board I have 
good reason to know that we have a true supporter, 
and I can only join with him in expressing the hope 
that with the obtainment of our wishes the friction 
which has so long existed may now cease.—I am,. 
yours faithfully, 
James Simpson, President. 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

May 11th, 1896. 


NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL. 


Almond, N. McCall, J. 
Butler, R. McFadyean, J. 
Clarkson, J. Mulvey, W. J. 


De Jong, E. F. 
Elphick, G. 
Hunting, W. 
Hurndall, J. 8. 


Peele, J. E. 
Shave, E. S. 
Simpson, J. 
Thompson, H. 


| 
| 
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Hutton, J. Villar, 8. 
Lambert, J. D. Wartnaby, G. 
Lawson, A. May 13th. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 13th annual general meeting of this Association 
was held at the New London Hotel, Exeter, on Thursday,. 
April 23rd, Mr. C. H. Golledge, the president, occupying 
the chair. Others also present were Messrs. H. P. Chase, 
Tiverton ; W. Penhale, Barnstaple; A. T. Down, Samp- 
ford Peverell ; W. H. Bloye, Plymouth; C. W. Howard, 
Exmouth; J. Dunstan, St. Mellion, Cornwall; F. E. 
Place, Honiton ; G. W. M. Haydon, Midsomer Norton ; 
J. P. Heath and W. B. Nelder, Exeter. Visitors: Prof. 
Penberthy, Mr. J. A. Collings and Veterinary-Capt. 
Killick. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. Olver, Elder, Gibbings, Penhale (Holsworthy) and 
Oliver. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 
Pror. Macqueen’s SCHEME. 


The circular letter from Professor Macqueen was read, 


| re the amalgamation of the local associations with the 
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National. It was proposed by Mr. Bloye, and seconded 
by Mr. Penhale, that a committee be formed to com- 
municate with Prof. Macqueen, and Messrs. C. B. Gol- 
ledge, Bloye, Penhale aud the Secretary were elected. 


WaLLEY Memoria, Funp. 


It was proposed by Mr. Penhale, and seconded by Mr. 
‘Bloye, that a sum of five gaineas be subscribed towards 
the above fund. 

Satisfactory reports were presented by the Hon. Sec, 
and Treasurer, and were eventually adopted. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 


On the motion of Mr. Penhale, seconded by Mr. 
‘Heath, Mr. Chase was unanimously elected President for 
the ensuing year. 

Messrs. J. P. Heath, C. Parsons, W. Penhale, T. 
Olver, G. H. Elder, W. H. Bloye, aud C. H. Golledge, 
vice- presidents. . 

On the motion of Mr. Bloye, seconded by Mr. Haydon, 
Mr. Nelder was re-elected secretary and treasurer. 

On the motion of Messrs. Chase and Bloye it was de- 
-cided to hold the next meeting at Exeter. 


MEAT, MILK, AND PUBLIC HEALTH FROM A 
VETERINARY STANDPOINT. 
By F. E. Prace, M.R.C.V.S., Honiton. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,— When | received your 
invitation to read a paper to you I felt that as a compara. 
tively young member of the Association I should be, by 
accepting that invitation, taking upon myself a task 
which I should find myself unable to satisfactorily carry 
-out ; but on the principle of “ what man cav do I can do” 
I never like to refuse a task in the failure to perform 
which I may learn how to do better in my next attempt. 
As the choice of subjects lay with me I thought that this 
one would be suitable for the consideration and dis- 
-cussion of this Association, and my reasons for choosing 
it were perhaps somewhat of a personal nature, namely, 
that I am a member of the Sanitary Inspectors Associa- 
tion, and hold office as a sanitary inspector under the 
Local Government Board. But although to a certain 
extent I must puse before you as a sanitary inspector, | 
am a veterinary surgeon first and a sanitary inspector. 
second, and | trust that in the course of this paper 
I shall show to you that a veterinary surgeon is a 
person much better fitted to deal with this question 
than is the sanitary inspector. In fact at the 
present stage of our professional existence it becomes a 
point of vital interest to the profession whether we 
shall submit to the supervision of meat and milk being 
placed in the hands of men who receive a very scanty 
training for the post, and whose knowledge of the subject 
is uf necessity very superficial. [ hold that the time has 
fully arrived fur the Ruyal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons to claim for its members a right, and not to stau 
by supinely and allow associations such as the Sanitary 
Iustitute to arrogate to themselves powers w 
‘commonsense person can see belong to us. 
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Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, or that for the 
Prevention of Cruelty te Children, ic. where an inspector 
with a very slight knowledge of his subject, and a little 
biassed expert evidence to back him up, are all that are 
necessary to gain a case. Expert evidence for the defence 
is not dressed up in a little brief authority, and is there- 
fore, to put it plainly, a pack of lies. Of course, | don’t 
make a wholesale condemnation of every sanitary inspec- 
tor, but I do maintain that if men whose daily occupa- 
tion brings them in contact with animals both sound and 
diseased were in a position to take the case in hand the 
truth would be arrived at sooner and the public health 
conserved the better. 

In all the legislation on behalf of the public health | 
know of only two references to the veterinary surgeon, 
one of which occurs in the Infectious Diseases (Preven- 
tion) Act 1890, and the other in the Destruction of In- 
jured Animals’ Act, 1892. With the latter we are 
familiar, with the former you may vot be so familiar, 
The gist of the reference is that if the Medical Officer of 
Health thinks that the cows of « dairy are producing 
scarlet fever, or anything else, he shall be accompanied by 
a veterinary surgeon on his inspection. Of course so 
long as the public associate the veterinary surgeon with 


the man who cleans out the pigstyes, it will be utterly 
hopeless for us as a profession to try and take our posi- 
| tion as co-officers with the Medical Officer of Health, but 
if we individually treat those with whom we come in 
contact in such a manner that they realise that we are 
meu of education and men of special training, then each 
of us may become a nidus of public opinion, the growth 
of which will enable us to take our proper position, It 
is not my intention in this paper to go into details of 
pathology and microscopy, but to roughly give yon the 
outlines of the legislation on the subject of meat and 
milk, in the execution of which we, as a body, take no 
part but in which we onght to be the executive oflicers. 

To commence with the subject of meat. Walley, who 
undoubtedly was our pioneer in putting our claims before 
the public, aod whose book on meat inspection is accep- 
ted as a standard text-book by Sanitary Examination 
Boards, asked in 1879 “ Is the inspection of meat in pro- 
per hands!” and in answer to his question said in the 
great majority of instances inspectors of meat are chosen 
from butchers, farmers, or those employed officially in 
some capacity about slaughterhouses. Any doubts which 
may exist as to the sanitary or unsanitary condition of 
meat being usually referred to the medical officer of 
health for solution ; and while I am free to confess that 
many inspectors who know nothing whatever of disease, 
attain in the course of time to a vast amount of practi- 
cal knowledge and sound tact, there are very many who 
are absolutely ignorant of the rules necessary to guide 
them in their work. ; 

Medical men, some of whom be it said to their honour, 
do not dabble in matters which they do not understand, 
are ill qualified to judge of the fitness or unfitness of 
animal flesh for human consumption, for they are in the 


d great majority of instances totally unacquainted with the 
characteristics of the avimal diseases and the effects of 
hich every any particular malady upon the tissues of the bedy,. 
In the | 


Veterinary surgeons, as they are traived at the present 


various journals published for the benefit of sanitary | day, are iu my opinion the proper consultants as to the 


inspectors constantly see that such-and-such a body. 


has paid a visit to such and-such a slaughter-house and ‘any pronounced form of disease. 
‘that time directed attention to the anomalous manner 


been taught the difference betweeu sound and unsound 


meat and so forth. Or again that Mr. So-and-so the 


the sanitary inspector has conducted a case against 80- 
and-so the butcher for exposing meat unfit for human 
food, and that the case was supported by the medic 
officer of health and won easily, although for the defence 
expert evidence both medical and veterinary was called ; 


the cases of the prosecution instituted by the Roy 


| who have no special 
al they have to perform, and who have no knowledge of the 


‘nature of the disease or of its effects upon animals, 


condition of flesh from avimals that have suffered from 
I have frequently since 


under which the inspection of meat is carried on in this 
country, inasmuch as it is largely eutrusted to individuals 
training to tit them for the office 


or—through them upon man. Lay inspectors are of the 
greatest possible use, and their services cannot be dis- 


i f 
al | pensed with, but their functions should be more those of 


a 
| 
a 
of 
at 
of | 
th | 
Ww | 
to: | 
ny 
of 
he 
on 
ng 
ay —? 
ve 
pe 
on 
\ 
yn 
ng 
e, 
d,. 
E. 
rf. | 
rt. 
m 
id 
t 
d, 
1e 


604 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 16, 1896 


detectives than of experts, and I am quite satisfied that 
a greater measure of justice would be meted out to all 
ong concerned, if lay inspectors of abattoirs and mar- 
ets are instructed to seize and retain carcases and 
organs of diseased animals, and submit them to the in- 
spection of a competent Sanitary Board, whose decision 
as to the disposal thereof shall be final. The composi- 
tion of this Sanitary Board should, in all equity and 
reasonableness, be the medical offtcer of health, the 
veterinary surgeon, and the senior inspector of markets 
or slaughterhouses. I may say that in the matter of 
legislation on this subject England is decidedly behind 
Scotland, for here we have no provision of appeal for re- 
peal to a veterinary expert, whereas in all the larger 
Scottish cities special arrangement is made and such an 
officer specially appointed. 


SaLE oF 


The following are the sections of the variou® 
Public Health Acts which deal with meat “Any 
Medical Officer of Health or Jnspector of Nuisances 
may at all reasonable times inspect and examine 
any animal, carcase,- or flesh exposed for sale or 
deposited in any place for the purpose of sale or of pre- 
paration for sale and intended for the food of man. The 
proof that the same was not intended for the food of 
man, resting with the party charged, and if such 
animal carcase, meat or flesh, appears to such medical 
officer or inspector to be diseased, or unsound, or ub- 
wholesome, or unfit for the food of man, he may seize or 
carry away the same himself, or by an assistant in order 
to have the same dealt with by a justice. If it appears 
to the justice that any animal carcase etc. so seized was 
unsound, or uuwholesome, or unfit for the food of man, 
he shall condemn the same and order it to be destroyed 
or so disposed of as to prevent it from being exposed for 
sale or used for the food of man, and the person to whom 
the same belongs, or did belovg at the time of the expos- 
ure for sale or in whose possession, or on whose premises 
the same was found, shall be liable to a penalty not ex- 
ceeding £20 for every animal carcase etc. so condemned, 
or at the discretion of the justice, without the infliction 
of a fine to imprisonment for a term of not more than 
three months. The justice who under this section is 
empowered to convict the offenders may be either a 
justice who may have ordered the article to be disposed 
of, or destroyed, or any other justice having jurisdiction 
in the place. Auy person who in any manner prevents 
any medical officer of health or sanitary inspector from 
entering on the premises and inspecting any animal etc. 
or who obstructs and impedes any such officer or his 
assistant, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding £5. 
On complaint by oath by medical officer of health or 
inspector of nuisances, or other officer of a local authority 
any justice may grant a warrant to any such officer to 
enter any building or part of a building in which such 
otticer has reason for believing that there is kept or sold 
any avimal ete. unfit for the fuod of man; to search for, 
seize, or carry away avy such animal or other article in 
order to have the same dealt with by a justice under the 
provisions of this Act. Any persons obstructing any 
such officer i» the performance of his duty if under such 
warrant shall, in addition to any other punishment to 
which he may be subject, be liable to a penalty not ex- 
ceeding £20.” 

“ Sections 116 to 119 of the Public Health Act, 1875, 
relating to unsound meat shall extend and apply to all 
articles intended for the food ef man, sold or exposed in 
any place for the purpose of sale or of preparation for 
sale within the district of any local authority.”’ 

The Public Health Act of 1890 confirms and extends 
the powers of the medical officer of health and sanitary 
inspector, and also arranges that such carcase etc. may be 
removed as if it were trade refuse. This latter clause 


takes away the ground of common defence that the food: 
seized had been set aside to await the inspector’s visit 
before offering it for sale. It is important that any 


seizure should be made before sale, as cases which have 


been carried up to the Higher Courts where the seizure 
had been made after sale have ended in the discomfiture 
of the medical officer of health and the sanitary inspec- 
tor. Also itis better for a sanitary inspector when issu- 
ing the summons to rely simply on the fact of the meat 
beivg diseased or unsound, and not to say anything about 
its being unfit for human food, because the defence will 
always find some witness or witnesses who are willing to 
swear that they should relish nothing more than a grill: 
off the carcase in question, while they are perfectly ready 
to admit that it is diseased and unsound. There are: 
scores of other legal quibbles which | should advise any 
veterinary surgeon engaged un acase to become acquain- 
ted with, but which are outside the scope of this paper, 
I canvot refrain from giving a list of the diseases of 
animals which are declared by no less authority than Dr. 
F. Vacher to render meat unfit for the food of man. 
This is the list: Cattle plague, pleuro-pneumonia, sheep 
pox, cow-pox, influenza, rheumatism, yuarter evil, braxy,. 
swine-fever, scarlatina, quinzy, anthrax, encysted para- 
sites, trichinea and tuberculosis. This list will raise a 
smile on the usually sedate countenance of any veterin- 
ary surgeon, and will lead him to think “I may not be up: 
to very much but I could go one better than that! ” The 
following are the characteristics which sanitary inspec- 
tors are taught belong to good meat. First it is neither 
of a pale pink colour nor of a deep purple tint, for the 
former is a sign uf disease, and the latter indicates that 
the animal has not been slaughtered but has died with: 
the blood in it. Second it has a marbled appearance, 
from ramification of little veins of fat among the mus- 
cles. Third it should be firm and elastic to the touch, 
and should scarcely moisten the fingers. Bad meat be- 
ing wet, sodden, and flabby, with the fat-like jelly or wet 
parchment. Fourth: It should have little or no odour 
and the odour should not be disagreeable, for diseased 
meat has a sickly, cadaverous smell, and sometimes the 
smell of physic. This may be discovered by chopping it 
up and soaking it in het water. Fifth: It should not 
run to water or become very wet on standing, but on 
the contrary should dry upon the surface. Such is Dr. 
Letheby’'s idea of a juicy beef steak or a well-hung leg of 
mutton. 

From the butcher’s shop to the slaughterhouse is but a 
step and the veterinary surgeon is much more at home 
in the slaughterhouse than in the shop, and again [ must 
quote from Walley: “The inspection of live animals 
exposed for sale for the purpose of human food is on a 
very unsatisfactory footing. I have constantly directed 
attention to this matter for years past, but hitherto my 
efforts have not been rewarded. Every year thousands 
of animals obviously diseased are exposed in public tor 
sale for human food and no person possesses the power, 
at any rate in Scotland, to prevent them being svld for 
this purpose ; and as has already been shown the powers 
possessed by medical officers of health aud inspectors of 
nuisances in England are not exercised. Every inspec- 
tor should be invested with the powers of seizing live 
animals that are obviously unfit for human food, whether 
caused by disease or poverty, avd in the absence of the 
veterinary inspector, uther officers such as market inspec- 
tors or market constatles should be empowered to take 
charge of and detain such animals until he arrives. I 
would specially plead before you for the necessity of the 
abolition of the private slaughterhouses and for the sub- 
stitution of the public abattoir. As inspector of slaugh- 
terhouses in a borough which has no public abattoir but 
mauy private slaughterhouses, I can say that it is prac- 
tically impossible to inspect the animals brought in for 
slaughter, and almost equally impossible to find out 
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whether the carcases are healthy or otherwise ; for the 
animals are taken in under the cover of darkness, slaugh- 
tered, dressed, and cut up before the inspector hears of 
their arrival ; and often sold without the slightest pro. 
tection to the public. 1 consider it highly necessary 
that local authorities should, as occasions present them. 
selves, use the powers they possess to refuse the granting 
of licenses to private slaughterhouses; for the public 
abattoir would afford ample means for inspecting the 
animals brought to be slaughtered, and also greater con- 
veniences to the butchers and greater cleanliness in the 
preparation of the carcases for food. 


REGULATION OF SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


It is enacted by section 159 of the Public Health Act, 
1875, that to enable Urban Authorities to regulate 


slaughterhouses within their district, the provisions of 


the Towns Improvement Clauses Act of 1847 shall be in- 
corporated with the Public Health Act. The incorpora- 
ted provisions are as fellows: “The Urban Sanitary 
Authority shall from time to time by bye-laws make 
regulations for the licensing, registering, and inspection 
of slaughterhouses, for preventing cruelty therein, for 
keeping the same in aclean and proper state, and for re 
moving filth once in every 24 hours ; and requiring them 
to be provided with a sufticient supply of water ; and for 
the imposition of penalties not exceeding £5 for breaking 
the bye-laws, and for a continuing offence 10s..for every 
day the offence is continued after conviction for the first 
offence.” Section 129 provides that “Justices before 
whom any person is convicted of killing or dressing any 
cattle contrary tothe provisions of this Act, or of non- 
observance of any bye-laws or materials in this Act, in 
addition to any penalty imposed may suspend the license 
for a period not exceeding two months, and may forbid 
for that period the slaughtering of cattle therein, and 
upon a second and subsequent like offence may revoke 
the license and forbid absolutely the slaughtering of 
cattle upon the premises.” The Local Government 
Board has advised the sanitary authorities before the 
license for slaughterhouses is granted, that the following 
rules as to site and structure should influence their 
decision upon each application for a license. 


Firstly— | 


cation with the slaughterhouse should be properly paved 
drained, and ventilated. No habitable rooms should be 
constructed over any lair The following provisions of 
the Public Health Act apply to slaughterhouses. “ The 
owner or occupier of any slanghterhouse licensed or regis- 
tered under this Act shall, within one mouth after the 
licensing or registering of the premises, affix and show, 
keep undefaced and legible in some conspicuous places on 
the premises the notice with the word “ licensed slaugh- 
terhouse’’ or “ registered slaughterhouse” as the case 
may be. Any person who makes default in this respect 
on requisition in writing from the Urban Authority shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding £5. Licenses gran- 
ted shall be in force for not less than 12 months. Any 
change of occupation shall be notitied to the inspector of 
nuisances under a penalty not exceeding £5. If the 
occupier of a building licensed as aforesaid is convicted 
of selling or exposing any carcase etc. which is unsound 
or vvfit for the food of man, he shall have his license re- 
voked.” 

It is disheartening how few towns adopt the foregoing 
regulations, because there is nothing in them that would 
interfere with private interests and their due observance 
would tend to the preservation of the public health. One 
word as regards the new method of slaughtering the 
larger animals for food, namely Greener’s humane cattle 
killer. J have used this instrument with the most per- 
fect ease and certainty on all kinds of cattle, and 
butchers who have seen me ase it and who have used it 
themselves are loud in their praises of the expedition 
with which it causes death—would not under any circum- 
stances revert to the poleaxe, with its attendant difticul - 
ties and frequent failures. Time forbids me to go into 
the details of blowing, stuffing, stripping, aud other 
tricks of the trade, all of which would be more easily 
detected by a veterinary surgeon who has a knowledge 
of the anatomy and physiology than they would be by a 


|sanitary inspector whose special training has been drain 


pipes and sewer gas. I will only give a passing notice of 
horse flesh, which in some of our larger towns is now 
forming a cheap wholesome food for the poorer classes, 
and which is specially legislated for by the Horse Flesh 
Act of 1889, the gist of which is that in the places of 


The premises erected or to be erected, or used and kept | sale, there must be four-inch letters indicating that horse 
as a slaughterhouse should not be within 100 feet of any flesh is sold there cooked or uncooked, alone or mixed 
dwelling house, and the site should be such as to admit with any other substance. 


of free ventilation by direct communication with the 
external air on two sides at least of the slaughterhouse. 
Secondly—Lairs for cattle in the slaughterhouse should 
not be within 100 feet of a dwellinghcuse. Thirdly— 
the slaughterhouse should not be in any part below the 
surface of any adjoining ground. Fourthly—The ap- 
proack to a slaughterhouse should not be in an incline of 
more than ove inch in four, and should not be through 
any dwellinghouse or shop. Fifthly—No room or loft 
should be constructed over the slaughterhouse. Sixthly 
—The slaughterhouse should be provided with av 
adequate tank so placed that the bottom shall not be less 
than six feet above the level of the slaughterhouse floor. 
Seventhly --The slaughterhouses should be provided with 
means of thorough ventilation. Eighthly—The slaughter- 
houses should be well paved with asphalte or concrete, 


and laid with proper slope or channel towards the gulley, | 


which should be properly trapped and covered with a grat- 
ing, the bars of which should not be more than 3-8ths of 
an inch apart. Provisions for the effectual drainage of 
the slaughterhouse should also be made. Ninthly—The 
surface of the walls in the interior of the slaughterhouse 
should be covered with hard smooth impervious material 
of sufficient height. Tenthly—No watercloset, privy, or 
cesspool should be constructed with the slaughterhouse. 
There should be uo direct communication between the 
slaughterhouses and any stable, water closet, privy, or 
cesspool. Eleventhly—Every lair for cattle in communt- 


INSPECTION OF DAIRIEs. 


With regard to the second part of my subject—milk, 
who is better fitted to deal with the sanitary aspect of 
milk than the man who treats the milk producer both in 
health and disease ; but in how many places do we find 
the veterinary surgeon established as the inspector of 
dairies? I think that I should be well within the mark 
if 1 said not in one per cent. of the towns of Great 
Britain. The sanitary aspect of milk and its snrround- 
ings is dealt with by the Dairies and Cowsheds and Milk- 
shops Order of 1885, the principal provisions of which 
are—First that it shall not be lawful for any person to 
carry on in the district of any local authority the trade 
of cowkeeper, dairyman, or purveyor of milk unless he 
is registered therein in accordance with this Order. 
Secondly—Every local authority shall keep a Reyister 
of persons from time to time carrying on in their district 
the trade of cowkeeper etc., and shall from time tu time 
revise and correct the Register. Thirdly—The Local 
Authority shall register every such person, but the fact 
of such registering shall not be deemed to authorise such 
person to keep a dairy or cowshed in any building or in 
any way preclude proceedings being taken against avy 
such person for avy infringement of the provisions of 
this order. Fourthly—The Local Authority shall from 
time to time give public notices by advertising in a news- 
paper circulating in their district, and if they think fit 
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by placards, handbills, or otherwise, of registration being 
required and of the mode of registration. Fifthly— 
The person who carries on the trade of cowkeeper etc. 
for the purpose only of making and selling butter and 
cheese shall not be deemed a person carrying on the 
trade of cowkeeper, and need not be registered. Sixthly 
—A person who sells milk of his own cows in small quan- 
tities to his workmen or neighbours for their accommo- 
dation need not be registered.” > 

As regards the coustruction of water supplies at new 
dairies it shall not be lawful for any cowkeeper to begin 
to keep as a dairy or cowshed any building not so kept at 
the commencement of this Order, unless and until he 
first makes provision to the reasonable satisfaction of 
the Local Authority for the lighting and the ventilation, 
including air space, and cleansing, drainage, and water 
supply of the same, and he must also give a month’s 
notice to the said Authority of his intention to do so. 
Also it shall not be lawful for any cowkeeper etc. to keep 
as a dairy any building if and as long as lighting, venti- 
lation, cleansing, drainage, and water supply are not such 
as are necessary and proper for the health and good cou- 
dition of the cattle therein, for the cleavliness of milk 
vessels, and for the protection of the milk against infec- 
tion and contamination. Also it shall not be lawful for 
apy cowkeeper etc. to allow any person suffering from a 
davgerous or infectious disease, or having recently been 
in coutact with a person so suffering, to milk cows or to 
handle vessels containing milk, or in any way to take 
part or assist in the conduct of the trade as far as regards 
the production, distribution and storage of milk. It shall 
not be lawful for any cowkeeper etc. after receipt of 
notice of not less than one month from the Local Author- 
ity calling attention to the provisions of this article, to 
permit any water closet, earth closet, cesspool, or urinal 
to be within, communicating directly with or ventilating 
into any dairy or any room used as a milk store. Neither 
shall he use the milk store as a sleeping apartment, or for 
any purpose incompatible with the proper preservation 
of the cleauliness of the milk store and of the milk vessels 
and the milk therein ; and it shall not be lawful for him 
to keep any swine in any cowshed or milk stere. A Local 
Authority may from time to time make regulations for 
the inspection of cattle in the dairies and for regulating 
the lighting, ventilating, cleanliness, drainage, and water 
supply of cowsheds, and for securing the cleanliness of 
milk stores etc. and for prescribing precautions against 
contamipatious from persons buying and selling milk if 


at any time disease exists among cattle in a dairy. The | 


milk of a diseased cow shall not be mixed with other 
milk, it shall not be used or sold for human food, and 
shall not be used or sold for food of swine or other 
animals unless and until it has been boiled, 

The scarlatina scare at Hendon, that huge exposure of 
medical ignorance, and fine tribute to veterinary research, 
resulted in ove of the legal references to the veterinary 
surgeon to which | have already alluded, and with your 
permission | will quote it.—* [nu case the medical officer of 
health is in possession of evidence that any person in 
the district is suffering from infectious disease attributed 
to milk supplied within the district from any dairy 
within or outside the district, or the consumption of 
milk from such dairy is likely to cause infectious disease 
to any person residing within the district, such niedical 
officer shall, if authorized by an order of a justice, have 
power to inspect such a dairy, and if accompanied by a 
properly qualified veteriuary surgeon to inspect the cattle 
therein, and if on such inspection the medical ofticer of 
health shall be of opinion that infectious disease is 
caused by the consumption of milk supplied therefrom 
he shall report thereon to the local authority, and his 
report shall be accompanied by a report furnished to him 
by the veterinary surgeou ; and the local authority may 
thereupon give notice to the dairyman to appear before 


‘ pardon for not bringing before you matter better fitted 


them within 24 hours to show cause why an order should 
not be made requirivg him not to supply any milk there- 
from.” Then later on in the same act is the magnani- 
mous provision that the reasonable remuneration of the 
veterinary surgeou employed under Section 4 shall be 
paid by the sanitary authority. I can only say that in 
the borough of Honiton during the last 4 years the 
method of surprise visits and short sermons to individuals 
has had a decidedly beneficial effect on the cleanliness of 
cowsheds and dairies, although the old custom of using 
the dairy as the larder dies hard, and dairymen are willing 
to improve the cowshed and the surroundings of the 
cowshed before they turn out the pork, avd the ale 
barrel or cider hogshead from the dairy. Little more of 
geveral nature can be said with regard to the veterinary 
legislation respecting cowsheds and dairies, aud so I will 
hasten to the general aspect of the Public Health Acts 
as they affect our profession. 


Tue HEALTH Acts. 


According to the model bye laws of the Local Govern- 
ment Board the sanitary inspector shall see that the 
occupier of any premises shall not keep any animal in 
such a way as to pollute any water used for drinking or 
domestic purposes, or used in any dairy; he shall also 
see that every occupier of a building wherein auy horse 
or beast of burden or cattle or swine may be kept shall 


| provide in commuvication with such building a suitable 


receptacle for dung or other offensive matter which may 
from time to time be produced in the keeping of any 
such animal ; he shall cause such receptacle to be con- 
structed so that the bottom or floor thereof shall not in 
any case be below the surface of the ground adjoining 
such receptacle ; he shall also cause such receptacle to be 
constructed so as to prevent any escape of the contents 
thereof, and to be furnished with a suitable cover; and 
he shall also see that the drainage is sufficient and that 
the dung, etc., be removed at least once a week. Now I 
ask, is uot a veterinary surgeon better fitted by his train- 
ing to be an expert in such matters rather than a builder 
or av architect / With regard to myself I qualified as a 
sanitary inspector with a view of helping my profession 
to assert its authority in this respect, and [ am glad to 
say that many gentlemen are now taking up sanitary 
| work so as to enable them to obtain posts as veterinary 
/medical officer of health both at home and in the 
| colonies, and I would strongly urge the advisability of 
| this Association approaching Red Lion Square with a 
1esolution to the effect that when the time comes legisla- 
| tion should be provided which shall find a place for the 
| veterinary medical officer of Health as well as the human, 
/and as a private practitioner and an inspector under a 
_ local authority I would strongly recommend that both 
in the case of the medical officer of health and in the case 
| of the veterinary medical officer of health, or as he stands 
'at present—the veterinary inspector, that sufficient 
| salary should be given which would render them inde- 
pendent of private practice, and ‘that they be debarred 
from private practice. The veterinary medical officer of 
| health should also act as the inspector under the Con- 
| tagious Diseases Act, and he should also take the place of 
the lay inspector of the Board of Agriculture or of the 
local constabulary, and still find time to do his work 
thoroughly and cheaply, and I have little hesitation iu 
saying to the much better satisfaction of the sanitary 
authorities, of the police authorities, and the Board of 
Agriculture, than do the nondescript travelling inspectors 
lay inspectors under the Contagious Diseases Act, and 
the other Browns, Joneses, and Robinsons who now step 
in with that audacity which enables fools to rush in where 
veterinary angels fear to tread. 
I must apologise to you for taking up such a length of 
time with these disjointed remarks, aud crave your 
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for reflection and discussion but whilst so apologising | coming tu Newcatle. To those who were instrumental is 


feel that if I have not been able to give you food for 
mental digestion, [ may have been able to throw out a_ 
hint or two as to how the veterinary surgeon’s exchequer 

may legitimately be increased, and while thanking | 
ou for your attention and offering my excuses for my 

ongwindedness I will urge as an excuse for myself the | 
words of the statesman who helped to place England | 
where she is, the words which in his domestic legislation 
he was 80 fond of, Nanitas sanitatum omnia sanitas. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSUCIATION, 


The annual meeting was held on Friday afternoon, 
May Ist, 1896, in the Hotel Metropole, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyue. Mr. G. Elphick (president), being in the chair. 

The minutes of the last quarterly and special meeting 
were read and contirmed. 

The Sgcretary read letters of apology from Professor 
Dewar and many others regretting their inability to 
attend. 

The PrxsipENT said their worthy President of the 
R.C.V.S. had promised to be present but was’ unfortu- 
nately prevented. 

On the motion of the Secretary, seconded by Mr. 


'to Newcastle. 


Peele, Mr. F. Brown was elected a member of the Associa- 
tion. 

The annual fivancial statement was then submitted. 

The PrEstpENT said, he was told there were a good 
many subscriptions iu arrear. When those were paid 
they would be in a fairly satisfactory financial condition. 

Mr. PEELE moved that the secretary write to the 
members in arrear asking for their subscriptions. Mr 
Moore seconded, and the motion was carried. 

Mr. DupvGron (Sunderland) moved that the Financial 
Statement be accepted, and that there be a strong in- 
struction to the Secretary to keep members in arrear 
thoroughly wellinformed. Mr. Moore seconded, and this 
also was carried. 

Mr. A. HunrTeEr, in the absence of Mr. Henry Hunter, 
moved that the sum of £10 10 0 be given from the funds 
of the Association to the Jubilee Memorial. Mr. Dud- 


geon seconded, and the motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. raised the question of contributing to 
the Walley Memorial, and gave notice that at the next 
meeting he would move that £5 5 0 be given from the 
funds of the Association to the Walley Testimonial Fund, 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDREsS. 
Mr. G. M.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen ,—First of all, | wish to return my sincere 
thanks for the honour which you have conferred upon 


me by electing me your presicent for the ensuing year. 
Still, I cannot help expressing my extreme regret that | 
our worthy and esteemed professional brother, Mr. | 
Chivas, could not see his way to occupy the Presidential | 
chair. 1am contident that he would have done hovour 


my coming to Newesstle | take this oppootunity of 
returning my most sincere thanks ; I allude to a college 
friend, Dan McLean, who has long since joined the vig 
majurity, to Principal Williams, and Mr. Clement 
Stepheuson. Three truer friends it would be impossible 
for any man to have. No one has done more for this: 
Association, also for the profession, than principal Wil- 
liams, who has always been ready tu lend « helping hand, 
giving advice professional and otherwise, reading papers, 
vot only for our benefit, but indirectly for the beuetit of 
the public. To no man do the profession and public 
owe a greater debt of gratitude, fur to him is due the 
credit of the more humane and successful treatmeut of 


chest affections and other allied diseases. 


To Mr. Stephenson I cannot find words to express my 
gratitade for his great kindness to me. He has always. 
been a true and kind frieud, and to him I give the credit 
for the position I now occupy in the profession, ‘I'v have 
such a geatleman for a predecessor is an undeniable 
honour. 

Durivg the past twenty five years mavy and great 
changes have taken place both in the profession and in 
this Association. I have no recollection as to when this 
Association was first inaugurated, but well do | remem- 
ber attending one of the meetings shortly after | came 
Our worthy and esteemed friend, Mr. 
Brydon, of Seaham Harvour, on that vecasion occupied 
the chair, and Mr. Meikle, of Sunderland, acted as Secre- 
tary. On the expiration of their year of office, from 
some unknown cause, the Association ceased to exist, or, 
I should say, went to sleep, and slept soundly for eight 
or nine years, and would, | am afraid, still have 
been asleep, had it not been for une of the best and most 
honcurable men that ever entered the profession, namely, 
Mr. David Dudgeon, of Sunderland. t'o him we owe the 
position in which this Association now stands, | am 
extremely sorry to say that it is his health which debars 
him from being with us to-day. It hardly seems like our 
annual meeting without him, for although not here per- 
sonally, | am sure his heart 1s with us, wishing us every 
success. Geutlemen, vothing would give me greater 
pleasure than seeing the degree of Honorary Associate of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons conferred 
upon our honourable friend, an honour which I think he 
richly deserves. 

Twenty-five years ago contagious diseases amongst 


avimals were allowed to go almost free, causing untold 
loss amongst our flucks and herds. 


Most, if not all of 
them, were then believed by the public to be indigenous 
to the country or caused by travelling or exposure. 
After a great deal of agitation by the protession, agricul- 
turists have learned to believe that all these diseases are 
preventable. Through the Contagious Diseases (Ant- 
mals) Act and the aid of the veterinary surgeon must of 
these diseases have been stamped out, Still there are 
other contagivus diseases lingering in our midst, viz., 
swine fever, glanders, tuberculosis, ete. If 1 may be 
allowed to make use of the expression, it is a disgrace 
to the Agricultural Department of the Privy Council 
that these diseases stillexist. I allude more particularly 
tu their modus operandi in trying to stamp out swine fever. 
What have the done! Simply nothing, and yet, not 


both to himself and to this Association. [ am sure you | exactly nothing, but worse than nothing ; for if they had 


will all agree with me, when [ say it would be impossible | 
to find a more honourable and hard-working man in the | 
profession, than Mr. Chivas. I believe that it was on | 
account of his extensive practice in the country, 
was compelled to decline the honour which it was our | 
wish to confer upon him. 

Having expressed my regret, I cannot refrain from | 
saying how pleased I am that I should have the honour 


of occupying this chair to day, more especially as it in | stand ; 
the 25th anniversary of my obtaining my diploma and! appointed ar inspector. 


dove nothing they would have been just as far forward 


as they now are, without the great expenditure. lustead 


of getting in front of the disease and stamping it out, 


that he | they have walked quietly in its rear, paying heavy com- 


pensation, and giving employment to the sons of a great 
many of their supporters, or those who have worked foi 


successful parliamentary candidates. It is not long since 
a gentleman remarked to me that he could not under- 


tand how it was that the son of Mr. So-and-so had been 
“ Why,” he remarked, “ he 
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kuows nothing about contagious diseases of animals, he 
is such a dummy he could not earn ten bob a week if he 
tried.” I believe this is a fair sample of the men em- 
ployed to stamp out swine fever. What the Government 
ought to have done was to employ members of the pro- 
fession to assist them, especially those they have dis- 
charged who had acted as port inspectors for many years, 
and who had spent the best days of their lives in that 
capacity ; men thoroughly conversant with contagious 
and infectious diseases. These gentlemen, I believe, 
were discharged to keep down expenses—consequently 
depriving them of a living. In my opinion to get rid of 
the disease, four things are necessary: (1) All pigs 
should be registered ; (2) no pig should be moved without 
a licence; (3) all pigs exposed for sale in any market, 
fair or auction mart should be branded and slaughtered 
within three days; (4) employment of veterinary sur- 
geons as inspectors. I believe if these regulations were 
carried out, swine fever would cease to exist in six 
mouths, or probably less. 

With regard to glanders, I think a higher compensation 
should be paid, and that it should be made a penal 
offence if the disease is hot reported ; a disease so fatal to 
man should be treated with the utmost rigour. 

Tuberculosis should be included in the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act. However, I am afraid it will be 
some time before this is done, as vested interests will 
weigh very heavily against it. We all know that very 
few of our pedigree herds are free from the disease, and 
what a row the owners would kick up if their herds 
were qut into quarantine, and an attempt made to stamp 
out the disease. But this should, I consider, only bea 
secondary consideration ; our great aim should be to 


stamp out a preventable disease, and so assist in saving | 


the lives of thousands of human beings who die annually 
from tuberculosis. Professor Nocard states in his book 
ov Animal Tuberculosis, translated by Dr. &. Scurfield, 
of Sunderland, “that in Paris, according to the latest 
statistics, more than 23 per cent. of the deaths were due 
to tuberculosis, and even this high percentage is exceeded 
in many European towns.’’ This statement should 
receive the serious consideration of every human being. 


We all knuw what would happen if a wild beast was — 


suddenly to appear iv our midst. We should all fly to 
aplace of safety, and adopt every possible means to 
destroy the animal. But with Tuberculosis we do nothing 
except destroy au occasional carcase, if our meat inspec- 
tor should be fortunate enough to come across a case. But 


this is not often, as the carcases are generally smuggled | 


away, passed though the sausage machine, to be converted 
into bags of mystery and food for human consumption. 
To give you an idea how prevalent the disease is in this 
country, I take the following quotation from Professor 
Nocard’s work : “In England, the inspection of abattoirs 
is still in 4 rudimentary state ; it is, however, from that 
country that we get the most valuable statistics. It is 
well known what admirable energy the English have ex- 
pended in order to stamp out contagious pleuro pueu- 
monia. Their Act of 1890 orders the slaughter, not 
only of the sick and suspected, but also of all the animals 
that have been in contact with the sick. In 1891 there 
were thus slaughtered, in different parts of England and 
Scotland, nearly 10,000 animals (of which only 800 were 
sick), Post-mortems were made on these 10,000 avimals, 
and 1,260 were tuberculous, or 124 per cent. In 1892 
the operation was continued, but was brought to bear on 
much smaller numbers, pleuro-pneumonia being on the 
decrease. However, there were slaughtered 3,600 animals 
(of which 134 were sick), and of this number nearly 800 
were tuberculous, or 22 per cent. This high proportion 
is due to the fact that the slaughtering operations were 
brought to bear on some of the most crowded and 
anciently infected cowhouses in London, some of which 
had as many as 50, 60, and 70 per cent. of their cows 


tuberculous.” These statistics speak for themselves, 
and prove most conclusively that it is time active mea- 
sures should be taken to stamp out the disease. 

Professor Nocard says in his introduction to Animal 
Tuberculosis “ Although tuberculosis can be transmitted 
to all the domestic animals by ivoculation, it does not by 
any means, under natural conditions, cause equal ravages 
in each species. Cattle come first among its victims. 
The proportion attacked varying according to the locality. 
In some places the number of tuberculous cattle is cal- 
culated at 10, 15, and 25 per cent. of the whole. In 
other places the disease is unknown, nevertheless one 
would be right in saying that bovine tuberculosis is the 
contagious disease which exacts the heaviest tribute from 
agriculture, and it is this form of tuberculosis alone at 
which French sanitary law takes aim, seeing that the 
_ other tuberculoses do not constitute a great danger either 
| to property or to public health. 

_ Horses may be infected under the ordinary conditions 
_of their keeping, and in the horse the disease appears to 
_run amore rapid course and become generalised more 

easily than in the cow, but still one is justified in saying 
| that equine tuberculosis, although the cases of it recorded 
_ up to date are fairly numerous, is au exceptional thing. 

Among the small ruminants the disease is much rarer, 
still, the sheep and the goat being even markedly refrac- 
tory to experimental inoculation. 

Tuberculosis of the pig is much rarer than that of 
cattle, but much more common than that of the horse, 
sheep, or goat, and is, moreover, often generalised in all 
the organs. 

The domestic carnivura do pot show a great suscepti- 
bility to tuberculosis, at any rate they are very refrac- 
tory to the different methods of experimental inoculation 
|with the exception of intravenous injection. Lately, 
| however, a considerable-number of instances of dogs be- 
| coming tuberculous owing to contact with phthisical 
| people have been recorded. Kittens, too, are easily ia- 
fected by the injection of tuberculous material, particu- 
larly milk. 

Among the birds of the poultry yard, fowls, pigeons, 
ducks, turkeys, pheasants, etc.. the disease is very com- 
mon, and often assumes an epidemic character. 
| The rabbit and the guinea-pig are very rarely tuber- 
_culous under natural conditions, but they are, especially 
the guinea-pig, excellent reagents for the disease. In 
them it follows a much more rapid course than in the 
larger species uf avimals. This allows many experiments 
to be completed in a short time, and explains the con- 
siderable progress that has lately been made in the study 
of tuberculosis.” 

I think a modified form of isolation and stamping out 
could be adopted without any very great hardship to the 


owner, and which would ultimately be to his advantage. 
_ With this end in view I cannot do better than read to you 
| the translator’s appendix to Prof. Nocard’s book :— 

“ The object of Professor Bang’s scheme is to gradually 
eliminate tuberculosis from a herd of cattle without hav- 
ing recourse to the heroic method of destroying all the 
affected animals, aud a description of the scheme was 
given by him to the Society of Danish Veterinary Sur- 
geons in June, 1894, and to the Congress of Hygiene at 
Buda-Pesth in 1894. 

The scheme is based on the facts that contagion plays 
the principal part in the spread of bovine tuberculusis, 
that the calves of tuberculous cows are almost invariably 
born healthy, and that tuberculin is a most reliable agent 
for the detection of the disease. 

To begin with, the whole herd is tested with tubercu- 
lin, and thus divided into a healthy and a tuberculous 
section. 

The two sections are then separated from one another, 
and have separate attendants. The healthy section 1s 
tested every six months with tuberculin, and any animals 
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which react are at once removed to the tuberculous sec- 
tion. 

Those animals of the tuberculous section which are 
obviously affected are got rid of; but those which are 
apparently healthy are kept and used for breeding pur- 
poses as loug as may be convenient, and, as they will 
generally be fattened for slaughter before the disease is 
far advanced, the total condemnation of their carcases as 
butcher- meat will not as a rule be necessary. 

The calves uf the tuberculous section are removed to 
the healthy section immediately after birth, and are fed 
for the first day on colostrum which has been heated to 
65°C., and subsequently on boiled milk. 

At first, these calves are kept in separate boxes, and 
only added to the sound section when they had success- 
fully undergone the tuberculin test; but Bang thinks 


"now that they may with safety be removed to the sound 


section immediately after birth, and wait till the time of 
the general half-yearly testing to undergo the trial with 
tuberculin. 

The followiug is a brief account of the results obtained 
by Bang at the farm of Thurebylille, in Zealand : 

In May, 1892, the entire herd, consisting of 208 
animals, were tested with tuberculin. Although the 
animals seemed healthy, and there had been no special 
account of infectiou suspected, 80 per cent. of the milch 
cows and 40 per cent. of the bulls, heifers, and calves 
reacted. 

While the herd was out at grass, the two sections be- 
ing kept apart, the byre was thoroughly disinfected, and 
divided into two parts by a wooden partition covered on 
one side by felt. A separate staff was told off to look 
ye each section, with orders not to go from one to the 
other. 

It was decided to test the healthy section twice a year, 
and the calves of the tuberculous section as soon after 
birth as possible. 

In October, 1892, the healthy section consisted of 70 
avimals, of which seven reacted and were removed to the 
tuberculous section. 

In May, 1893, the healthy section consisted of 103 
animals, of which ten reacted and were removed to the 
tuberculous section. After this the isolation of the two 
sections was enforced more rigorously. 

In October, 1893, the healthy section consisted of 107 
animals, of which one reacted. 

In May, 1894, the healthy section consisted of 122 
animals, of which two reacted. 

In October, 1894, the healthy section consisted of 119 
animals, of which one was suspicious. 

In May, 1895, the healthy section consisted of 136 
animals, of which none reacted. The tuberculous section 
at this time consisted of 69 animals. 

The few animals bought during these three years were 
— with tuberculin before being introduced into the 

erd. 

Most of the calves born during this period were the 
calves of tuberculous cows, but none of them have devel- 
oped tuberculosis, with the exception, perhaps, of one 
calf, which, when tested at the age of six and a half weeks, 
in November, 1894, gave a reaction. 

These results seem to show that a healthy stock may 
be bred from a tuberculous stock by the simple precau- 
tions of separating the healthy from the infected animals, 
and boiling the milk of the tuberculous cows.” 

If these results are correct, aud similar measures are 
adopted in this country, I see no reason why bovine 
tuberculosis should not be stamped out. 

I will now say a few words about our professiov. It 
is about twenty-six years since the matriculation exami- 
nation was first made compulsory. The educational 
standard has been gradually increased, until we vow 
demand from our students an examination equal to that 
of the medical profession ; and although this examination 


may, fora time, restrict the number of students attending 
the different schools, yet I have not the slightest hesita- 
tion in saying that the schools will eventually be re- 
warded for this higher standard of education. 

{ am sorry a misunderstanding has arisen amongst the 
members of Council upon this educational question ; 
some maintain that a student is entitled to registration 
with a divided certificate; others that the examination 
should be passed at oue sitting. The General Medical 
Council will not accept divided certificaies, and I am of 
opinion that, according to the Bye-laws of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, no student can be 
registered with a divided certificate. I have submitted 
the first schedule to competeut persons—head masters. 
of schovls—for their opinion, and they tell me that a 
studeut to qualify himself for registration must pass in 
all subjects at one examination. As a member of Coun- 
cil, 1 must tell you that I have always voted against the 
divided certificate, and shall continue to do so. 

In looking back over the past history of the Associa- 
tion, I notice that it has always been the unanimous. 
opinion of its members, that the standard of education 
of our students should be on a par with that of other 
professions, especially the sister profession, Now that 
this standard has been attained, | hope you will still be 
unanimous that it should continue to be so, 

The curriculum has gradually been extended, the sub- 
| jects being increased, and a higher percentage of marks 
demanded. This can only have a good effect, since it 
will make a more efficient veterinary surgeon and raise 
the profession in the estimation of the public. With 
regard to the professional examinations, [ think that 
Bye-law 59 should be altered. 1 consider the time at 
which the examination is to be held this year is most 
inconvenient to those who have pupils. Just when you 
want them most they are taken back to College, not to 
return until the end of July, when you want them least. 
July, August, and September are generally the quietest 
months of the year. I think it would be a great advan- 
tage to all concerned if the schools could be persuaded to 
commence the session at the beginning of September, 
and hold the examinations in December and the begin- 
ning of April. This would enable the student to join 
the practitioner at the busiest time of the year, and he 
would then have a better opportunity of obtaining 
practical knowledge. 

During the last few years a great deal has been done 
to protect the interests of the profession. As a member 
of the Registration Committee, | can say, without fear 
of contradiction, that we have werked very hard, and, 
I believe, done a great deal for the good of the profession. 
All cases which have been brought under our notice have 
been thoroughly investigated, aud received our most 
' serious consideration, with the result that a complete 
stop has been put upon unprofessional advertising, en- 
croachments upon our rights by unqualified practitioners 
and patent medicine vendors. Still a great deal more 
remains to be done; | allude more especially to the 
teaching of veterinary scieuce, and the granting of certi- 
ficates by the different Colleges and Schools of Science 
and Art. Already many of these certificate holders are 
practising as veterinary surgeons, and exhibiting these 
certificates to shew that they are qualified to do sv. | am 
‘surry tu say that their certificates are generally signed by 
| members of the profession, who, I am afraid, can have 
very little regard for the interests of the profession, or 
‘they would never lend themselves to such a movement. 

I think if the College acts with firmness, and demon- 
strates to these Colleges and Schools the injustice they 
are doing to the profession they will cease to grant thers 
certificates. If they do not cease granting these certi 
ficates, every legitimate means in our power must be 
brought to bear upon them, to compel them to do so, 
and I shal! strongly support any movement in this 
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direction, and any trouble I may be put to, I will con- 
sider to be a duty I owe to the profession. 


Mr. DupGEon introduced the subject of representation 
on the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. He said that Association had generally taken 
a very active part in returning members of Council, and 
he found that they had two retiring members, the Presi- 
dent, and Mr. Henry Hunter. They had now been three 
years on the Council, and if they were agreeable, his 
motion would take the form of proposing that the usual 
steps be taken to secure their return. Perhaps it would 
be as well if those gentlemen would favor them with a 
little account of their stewardship, and of what they 
were going todo. The president had touched on the 
education question, and he fancied a good deal more 
was going to come out of that question than they at first 
thought. 

The PREsIDENT said they all knew pretty well his 
views with regard to what had taken place and what was 
about to take place in the Council of the College. In 
his address he thought he stated pretty clearly what his 
opinions were and what had been done. He had attended 
as regularly as he possibly could, and had always studied 
the best interests of the profession. If it should be their 
wish that he should stand again as their nomivee, he 
should continue to act in the future as he had done in 
the past. ‘ 

Mr. Henry Hunter said he perhaps stood in a some- 
what different position from Mr. Elphick, seeing that he’ 
had determined not to be nominated again, simply for 
the reason that he thought, unless anyone could go 
there fully prepared to devote continuous attention to 
the duties of the Council, they should not go at all, 
because he found that perhaps the thing which one had 
gone to one meeting to advocate, had been reversed at 
the next. There had been a divided opinion in the 
Council with reference to the education question, and he 
did not agree that the preliminary examination should 
be absolutely passed at one examination. He considered 
that if that examination were passed even in two or three 
sections it was a certain guarantee that the student had 
acquired sufficient knowledge to become a member of the 
profession. That he believed was the feeling of the 
majority of the Council, but he was not at all quite sure 
that it was quite in agreement with the Charter. He 
believed it had been decided that it was absolutely 
necessary that it should be passed at one examination. 

Mr. W. HunTING, ex-president of the College, said 
they were still undecided. 

Mr. H. Hunter thought they were going a bit too fast 
and he thought it was a great hardship to a student 
who had passed a certain proportion of the subject that 
he should not be entitled to admission. 


Mr. Dunaeon asked if they had to understand that 


Mr. Hunter would vot run again for the Council ? 
Mr. Hunver said that was so. His time would be 

fully occupied for the next twelve months at least. 
Professor WILLIAMs said he quite agreed with Mr. 
Hunter. He thought there was some misconception 
about the medical profession requiring an educational 
certificate to be obtained at one time. They took a lead- 
ing certificate and those could only be passed in sections. 
The University of Edinbero’ said that a candidate should 
pass all the subjects at one sitting for the purpose of 
registration. They had no registration in the veterinary 
rofession until a man had got his diploma, and there- 
the circumstances were quite different from what 
they were in the medical profession. Students could not 
do it at one sitting ; it was quite an impossibility. If a 
man was required to do that after getting his diploma it 
would be quite different. He should support any man 
who went for the passing of the preliminary in sections. 


The Secretary read a letter from the Midland 
Counties Association enclosing the following resolution, 
which had aeen passed :—“ That in the opinion of the 
Midland Counties Veterinary Medical Association the 
higher standard of preliminary examination should be 
maintained and that all the subjects be passed at one 
sitting as in the medical profession ; we pledge ourselves 
to support only those candidates who are prepared to 
vote in accordance with this view.” 

The SxcrEeTary read a letter from Mr. Awde on 
behalf of the South Durham and North Yorkshire 
Association advocating the election of Mr. Peele to the 
Council and expressing the view that provincial veteri- 
nary surgeons were still unduly represented on the 
Council. 

Mr. PEE xe said he quite agreed with the President that 
the student should pass the preliminary examination at 
one time. 

Mr. Huntine said it was probable that at the next 
election the whole thing would turn upon the education 
question. It was quite an open question, and the bye- 
laws at present were differently interpreted by two 
sections of the Council. The result of this was, that at 
the last Council meeting five members resigned with a 
view to offering themselves for re-election in a group. 
Some three or four years ago the Council decided 


‘to raise the matriculation examination, and, by way 


of avoiding another examination of their own, they 
agreed to accept certificates from different educa- 
tional bodies in England, Scotland, or Ireland. The 
certificates those bodies gave were now in the bye- 
laws of the R.C.V.S., and were copied verbatim 
from the list given by the General Medical Council, 
the only difference being that the General Medical 
Council prefixed theirs by a list of the subjects re- 
quired The medical profession had also a rule to 
the effect that all the subjects must be passed at one 
time. The present bye-laws were revised and passed 
in June, 1895, so that whatever took place before that 
there was no doubt they were now bound by the existing 
rules in 1894, when he was president, he was asked by the 
Secretary whether they ought to accept those certificates 
if the subjects were not all passed at once. His reply 
was that they must follow the bye-laws. His private 
opinion was that if a medical student could pass any 
examination, a veterinary student could do it, and 
should, but that question is open and now before the 
profession. The tive gentlemen who had resigned would 
no doubt, run together for what they called the higher 
education, but they were assuming a position they had 
no right to. They wanted to pose as the only men who 
wished to maintain the educational standard. 

Mr. H. Hunter thought they were all agreed as to the 
higher education, but the question was, whether it was 
any higher for being passed at one examination or in 
sections. 

Mr. Witt1am Hunter said his view was that he 
would go in for the higher education. 

Professor WiLt1aMs objected to the term, higher edu- 
cation. They all wanted the certificates to be of the 
same value, but they ubjected to a man being compelled 
to pass it at one sitting. He had no hesitation in saying 
that a man would be better for passing his examination 
in sections, as he then had more time for each subject. 

Mr. Wm. Hunter said he would like to keep up to 
the medical profession. If medical students passed this 
examination at once, why should not their men do the 
same ? 

Mr. DupGEon said a great deal of the discussion seemed 
to be between tweedledum and tweedledee. It was 4 
very hard case fora student who failed in one subject, but 
they must draw the line somewhere, for a man might fail 
in three, six, or even eight subjects. 

The PresipEnNtT said, to test the meeting, he would ‘pro- 
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pose the followiug motion : “That the members of this 
Association approve of the higher education for entrance 
to the veterinary schools being maintained, and protest 
against any lowering of the educational requirements.” 

Mr. A. HunTER said they all agreed with that. They 
wanted to test the question of whether the thing should 
be in séctions or otherwise. 

Professor W1LL1aMs agreed with Mr, Dudgeon that it 
would bea hardship if a man failed in one or two sub- 


were allowed a certificate for only passing in one or two 
subjects. He saw no difficulty; it was only a matter of 
detail. What he objected to was a hard and fast line 
to have the examinations passed all at one time. 

Mr. MircHEeLt moved the folluwing resolution : “ This 
this meeting is of — that the veterinary matricula- 
tion examination should not be inferior to that of the 
medical profession.” 

On the suggestion of Mr. Dudgeon, Mr. Mitchell agreed 
to add to this motion the words “ And should be passed 
in the same manner.” 

Mr. A. HunTER moved as an amendment: “ That the 
standard of education be equal to that of the medical 
profession, but that it be not imperative to pass all the 
subjects at once.” Mr. H. Hunter seconded. 

The amendment was put to the meeting and lost. 

On the motion of Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Dudgeon, | 
it was agreed that the next meeting should be held in 
Durham. 

On the motion of Mr. Dudgeon, it was agreed that the 
Assuciation should support the candidature of Mr. 
Elphick for the Council, and should again agree with 
the South Durham and North Yorkshire Associations in 
supporting Mr. Peele. 

The PrEsipENT expressed his sorrow that time would 
not permit them to hear the paper which Professor 
Williams had promised to read. 

On the motion of Mr. Peele, a hearty vote of thanks 
was passed to the President for his able and interesting 
address. 

On the motion of Mr. Moore, a vote of thanks was 
passed to Professor Williams for having kindly consented 
to come and read a paper. 

The meeting then ended. 

J. Datevrisn, Hon. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


An Amateur Veterinary Surgeon. 


At the Cannock Police Court on Monday, 11th inst., 
George Armishaw, described as a farrier, of Sherbourne 
Road, Balsall Heath, was summoned for cruelty to a pony 
by wrongly treating it.—Inspector Jones said the defen- 
dant was not a registered veterinary surgeov, but pro- 
fessed ability to cure all kinds of horse diseases.—Evi- 
dence was given that defendant was consulted by a man 
named Emmanuel, of Cannock, who had a pony suffering 
from sidebones. Defendaut applied liquid, and said that 
the pony might still be worked, but the animal became 
much worse, and the police eventually intervened.— Mr. 
Paley, veterinary surgeon, Walsall, was called to prove 
that the dressing used was a powerful corrosive. He 
considered that the horse had been improperly treated, 
aud was uow totally incurable—The defence was that 
the case had been worked up in the interests of veterin- | 
ary surgeons through defendant, who had special kuow-| 
ledge, being much consulted—Lord Hatherton said that 
gross cruelty had been proved.—Defendant was fined £6 _ 
and costs.—Birmingham Post. 


THE CERTIFICATE OF THE SANITARY 
INSTITUTE. 


We are pleased to kvow that at least one member of 
the veterinary profession has, since we referred to the 
subject, taken this certificate. Mr. W. T. Wilson, 
F.R.C.V.S., the well known Professor of Veterinary 
Sience at the R.A.C., Cirencester, passed the examiva- 
tious held on May 8th, Although the certificate may 
add little to Professor Wilson’s personal position or 
interests it is one more step in the right direction for 
connecting the veterinarian with public health and 
sanitary science. 


The Council of the Sanitary Institute have accepted 
an invitation from the City and County of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, to hold a Sanitary Congress and Health 
Exhibition in that city in the autumn of this year. 


A Veterinary Surgeon sent to Gaol. 


A respectably-attired young man, named George 
Thursby, who described himself us a veterinary surgeon, 
was charged at the Police Court on May 4th with steal- 
ing a watch from a house in Tower Street, where he 
lodged. The theft took place in January last, and the 
prisoner was arrested on Saturday at Manchester, where 
he had andergone three mouths’ imprisonment for a 
similar offence.—Prisoner told the magistrates that he 
had unsuccessfully practiced as a veterinary surgeon. He 
had become a bankrupt, and lost his money and his 
friends.—Prisoner was sent to gaol for three days, the 
Mayor (Alderman C. T. Mander) adding that in the 
meantime the Chief Covstable would communicate with 
his friends at Bradford.— Birmingham Gazette. 

(No such name on the Register.—Ep.}. 


**Both Agreed.” 


One of the most serious outbreaks of swine fever for a 
very long period occurred last week at Whittington. A 
Government inspector and the local sanitary inspector 
(Mr. S. W. Martin) have both agreed as to the nature of 
the disease, and no fewer than 150 pigs have already been 
slaughtered.— Derbyshire Times. 

{Mr. Martin is the veterinary inspector, but it was kind of 
the Government inspector to help in the diagnosis.— Kp. | 


A Blaek Sheep. 


A correspondent says he can vouch for the truth of the 
following remarkable story :— On a farm a short distance 
from Sunderland, a black sheep recently had two lambs, 
ove black and the other white. To the latter the sheep 
evinced a deep-rooted aversion, and would not permit 
the lamb to approach her. A mild deception was resorted 
to by the farmer in order to save the lamb, which brought 
about the desired reconciliation. The white lamb was 
given a thorough coating of soot, but even then the 
mother was only half satisfied, and it was not until the 
black lamb had received a similar coating that all sus- 
picions were allayed.— Newcastle Daily Journal. 


Rabies at Croydon. 


At Croydon, May 12th, a gentleman named Burgess 
was fined five pounds and costs for allowing his dog out 
unmuzzled. When captured by the police it was found 
to be suffering from rabies, and it had bitten several 


| other dogs, one a show dog valued at £50. All were 
| destroyed, the Croydon Corporation paying compensation. 


od 
he 
he 
be 
18 
es 
to 
re 
he 
he 
at | 
at | 
xt _ 
vO 
a 
p. 
od 
ay 
By 
a- 
he 
m 
il, 
al 
e- 
to 
ne 
od 
at ‘ 
1g 
he 
es 
ly 
te 
ly 
1e 
ld 
or | 
id 
10 

as 
in 
he 
u- 
16 
ad 
ig 
yn 
to 
\is 
| 
al 
a 
ut 
sil 


612 THE 


VETERINARY RECORD 


May 16, 1896 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Tug BULLET’s Stoprpina POWER. 


lu the House of Commons, in answer to Mr. Brook- 
field (Sussex, Rye), 

Mr. Broprick (Surrey, Guildford) said,—My hon. and 
gallant friend asks what is the minimum hole required to 
abruptly stop a man charging. This would depend a 
good deal on the part of his person hit by the bullet. 
(Laughter.) The whole question has been carefully con- 
sidered with a view to efficiency in warfare, and any 
steps found necessary will be taken. The respective 
calibres of the naval revolver and the Lee- Metford rifle 


are ‘441 and ‘303. 


Importation of Sheep from Iceland 


Some correspondence respecting the importation into 
the United Kingdom of sheep from Iceland, iv connection 
with proposed amendments to the Diseases of Animals 
Bill, 1896, has been issued as a parliamentary paper. 
The Danish Minister forwarded to the Marquis of Salis- 
bury, on March 31, a memorandum drawn up by two 
members of the Icelandic House of Representatives, on 


behalf of a public meeting in Iceland, pointing out that |. 


the prohibition of the importation into Britain of live 
stock from foreign countries will entail the gravést 
consequences on the economic condition of the people of 
Iceland. Since trade in lve sheep was first opened in 
1866 between Iceland and Britain no case of contagious 
disease among the imported stock has, the memorandum 
adds, ever come to light, and no such disease affects 
the sheep of Iceland, while sheep-rearing forms the main 
support of the rural population. The Marquis of 
Salisbury, in reply, says the Government have felt 
bound to consider the pressing needs of the agri- 
culturists of this country, and further by their treaty 
obligations to other Powers, they are effectually. 
reclunded from according differential treatment to 
celand. 


Personal. 
APPOINTMENT. 
Mr. Herbert Watkins-Pitchfurd, F.R.C.V.S., is the 
successful candidate for the post of Principal Veterinary 
Surgeon, Natal. 


OBITUARY. 


JosErpH Macuin Axk, M.R.C.V.S., Doncaster. 
Graduated London, April, 1859. 


General surprise and regret were felt in Doncaster 
on Tuesday morning, when it became known that Mr. 
J. M. Axe, veterinary surgeon, Hallgate, had committed 
suicide by taking prussic acid. Mr. Axe was well kuown 
and highly respected in South Yorkshire, North Lincoln- 
shire, and Nuttinghamshire. He was brother of Professor 
Axe, the well-known veterinary authority, and had him- 
self an extensive practice. Mr. Axe frequently officiated 
as judge at agricultural shows, and there were few better 
judges of horse fleah. The Borough Coroner (Mr. T, B. 
Sugden) held an inquest in the atternoon.— Mr. George 
A. Caswell, who married deceased step-daughter, said 
the deceased was 62 years of age. Latterly he seemed 
to have lost confidence in himself, and was very de- 
pressed. Witness left him about a quarter to eleven 
o’clock on Monday night, and he appeared to be in his 
usual health.—Annie Millicent Axe, daughter, said that 
about eight o’clock in the morning she went to the sur- 
gery to call deceased to breakfast, and found him in a 


kneeling position near the table.—Dr. Hallows, who was 
sent for, said he found the room saturated with prussic 
acid. There was a bottle on the table and a measure, 
and liquid was coming from deceased’s mouth. Deceased 
had died from poisoning. He had suffered from his liver 
and from general depression, and no doubt took the 
poison during a temporary fit of insanity.—The jury 
returned a verdict accordingly, and expressed their sym- 
with the widow and family, in which the Coroner con- 
curred.— Yorkshire Post. 


ALBERT Barr MeEpp, Holbeach, Lines. 


We regret to record the death of Mr. A. B. Medd, 
which occurred at his residence in Holbeach on Tuesday 
last, and taking place so soon after the tragical death of 
his late assistant only a few weeks ago, makes the event 
doubly painful. Mr. Medd, although only about in the 
meridian of life, had succeeded in acquiring a large prac- 
tice as a veterinary surgeon, and in that capacity will be 
much missed, being possessed of considerable skill in his 
profession. The deceased gentleman was only 39 years 
of age, and had been in practice here for several years. 
The funeral took place on Saturday afternoon, and was 
attended by several townsmen and farmers of the district. 
Sympathy is expressed in the town for Mrs. Medd and 
the only child, a daughter.—Spalding Free Press. 


THE DETECTION OF RABIES. 


Sir, 

Hearty thanks are due to you from every dog owner 
in the kingdom for your remark (in an editorial note in 
your issue of the 2nd) that “ the death of a rabbit with 
cerebral symptoms is not a positive indication of death 
from rabies.” Too wide a publicity cannot be given to 
this statement, proving as it does the fallibility of the 
inoculation test at present employed to detect rabies in 
a suspected animal. The autopsy, | am aware, has al- 
ready been discarded by leading members of the veterin- 
ary profession, I have before me as I write the letter of a 
well known West end veterinary surgeon who deservedly 
takes first rank in his profession in which he dismisses 
the test ofrabies by the autopsy in the few authoritative 
words “ it is impossible to diagnose rabies by simple post- 
mortem examination.” I did not, however, know that the 
profession was beginning to concentrate attention upon 
the inoculation test. I rejoice greatly that it is so, for I 
assuredly think that this is a matter upon which all 
veterinary practitioners are called upon to have an 
opinion, aud I sincerely hope that in the departmental 
enquiry, which Mr. Long has just instituted, they will 
make their voices to be heard with no uncertain sound. 
Upon the fallibility or otherwise of the inoculation test 
hinges the whole of the present semi-hysterical hydro- 
phobia scare. Another six months of it and the irrita- 
ting legislature that 1t brings in its train, and we shall 
have veterinary practicioners exclaiming with Othello 
that their“ occupation’s gone”’ or at least halved. Dog 
owners have had a rough time of it lately, and are begio- 
ning to feel a little tired of the endless worry to which 
they are put to keep their dogs from being lethaled or 
batoned out of existence, and unless some change in the 
rabies rugulations takes place we shall have them ev 
masse giving up the practice of dog keeping as too harass- 
ing a pastime.—Believe me, to be, courteously yours, 

Frep. E. 

Nutfield, Surrey. 


Communications, Books, AND Papers RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
F. Somers, C. W. Herbert, W. Pauer, W. G. Gillam, J. E. 
Miller, J. Dawson, E. White Wallis, S. Villar, B. Millis. 
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